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What's 1n the Get Outdoors Package?
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Freshwater license Cougar license & tag

Saltwater license Bear license & tag

Shellfish & seaweed license Small game license

Two-pole endorsement Migratory bird authorization**
Puget Sound Dungeness Migratory bird permit

crab endorsement Turkey tag 1

Deer license & tag* Turkey tag 2

Elk license & tag* Vehicle access pass

*Deer and Elk tags require a weapon type selection and may be obtained at the time of purchase or at a later date.
**Sea Duck, Brant, Band Tailed Pigeon, Snow Goose, and SW Canada Goose Harvest Report Cards
will not be available until April. A fifty cent dealer fee will be charged per report card.

ALL FOR $236.18!

What's the catch?
You just need to get outdoors.

# G O Washington Department of

FISH&WILDLIFE




EDITOR’S CORNER:

Ah, spring, the season of renewal and rebirth! The fields around our house are already showing

the first touches of green, as winter wheat starts popping up throughout the grasslands of Central
Montana. | find my thoughts coming back to a form of fly fishing | haven't done in years, still fishing
with chironomids under a strike indicator. It's the ultimate in contemplative fishing, sitting in an
anchored raft, the spring sun spreading its soothing warmth as we say “‘goodbye” to winter. Gary
shares his specifics on chironomid fishing in his article this month. Indicator down - let's go!

In this month’s issue, we also take a closer look at kokanee fishing, as Randy Castello and Fish with
Gary take a deep dive into the details that make kokanee such a worthy adversary. We'll be running
Fish with Gary's classic treatise on kokanee, “Kokanee University” over the next several issues. You
won't want to miss a single article, and it will make you a better kokanee angler. Throw in articles on
walleye and rainbows and there’s plenty to explore.

Stay safe on the water!

FOLLOW US:
www.northwestfishing.net/

n . @ ©northwestfishingtv

Mike Carey, Northwest Fishing
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AAustin’s Northwest Adventures
Call

Austin Moser,
Professional Guide & Instructor

GET MAIL!

ANNUAL MAILED SUBSCRIPTION FOR $55
FREE SHIPPING + 10 ISSUES

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO GET YOUR VERY OWN COPY
MAILED TO YOU!
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Where superstitions rule

on my boat, making

sense of scents is a bit of

a challenge. What scent,
how often to apply it, and
washing things down at
the end of the day are all
done with a nod toward
my personal superstitions.
Get it wrong, and I'm facing
seven years of bad luck!
Whether or not you're
superstitious, here are a few
smelly tips to help ensure
luck is on your side.

The application of scents
to your lures and bait can
act as an attractant or bite
stimulant. It can also mask
odors that repel fish. You
can help reduce offensive
orders by keeping your
hands clean and free of
sunscreen, bug repellent,
petroleum products
jellyfish goo, and tobacco
products residue. On the
day of your fishing trip, try
to use unscented soaps or
a light vinegar solution to
wash your hands.

8 | NWFISHING.net
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The use of scents should
complement your game
plan. They should work
together with your
presentation, location, and
gear set-up.

There are numerous scent
formulations out there:
gels, liquid, sticky liquid,
wayx, oils, and water-soluble.
Most scents are available in
different “flavors".

Frequently scent oils are
used to infuse other bait to
create a hybrid cocktail that
your target species will find
irresistible.

With most sticky liquids,
gels, paste and waxes

you simply apply a small
amount to your lures and
let it work its smelly magic.
Apply a thin even layer to
the underside of spoons,
spinner blades and plugs.
Assure that the application
doesn't hinder the lure
action. Scents can be very
effective when applied

to your dodgers or even
downrigger balls.

\1°C

BY RANDY CASTELLO

Water temperature is your
driver for how frequently
to refresh your scent. With
warmer water, you should
pull your gear and refresh
the scent more frequently.
For most fisheries, | check
the gear every 20 minutes
or so and reapply the scent
at that point.

When using some of the
paste type of scents it is

a good idea to wipe your
lures down between each
application. Otherwise,

Yyou may experience waxy
buildup which could affect
the lure’s action or even
your hearing. What was
that, did | just hear a groan?

If using a scent cocktail that
includes dyes, it is a good
idea to wear nitrile gloves
and work over a towel or a
work surface separate from
your boat. Bait dyes are
potent and will stain both
your boat and skin. There
were many times during
my suit and tie days when

| was giving a presentation
with orange, pink, or blue
fingers
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Liquid scents can be used
to marinate herring, shrimp,
white shoepeg corn,
chicken livers, salmon eggs,
and dough baits. Place your
bait of choice in one liquid
scent or another overnight.

One of my go-to kokanee
baits is tuna corn. A day
before a trip | upend a can
of white shoepeg corn

into @ mesh strainer and
let it drain overnight in

the fridge. Then | open a
tin of packed-in oil tuna
and pour the excess oil
into my drained corn. |
divide the corn/tuna juice
mix evenly between some
small containers or Zip-Lok
snack bags and then add a
different scent of oil to each
container or bag.

Many freshwater salmon
anglers marinate herring,
sardine fillets, or shrimp in
their secret mix of scent
oils and amino acids then
use the enhanced bait for
trolling or wrapping their
plugs.

Regarding flavor, everyone
has their personal favorites
for a given fishery. | find
that garlic, anise, and
carp-spit oils work best

for Westside kokanee. For
most Puget Sound salmon
fisheries, | am partial to
Anchovy. For general
freshwater fishing, you
can't beat nightcrawler/
garlic or anise.

These are a few of my
personal preferences
(superstitions). There are

a gazillion different scents
available. Here in the PNW,
scents like anise, sand
shrimp, krill garlic, or bloody
tuna seem to enhance any
fishery.

It would be a good idea to
visit a tackle shop in the
vicinity of your fishery to
pick up the local favorite.
With its proximity to some
solid fresh and saltwater
fisheries, Holiday Sports in
Burlington is a great source
for local fishing information.
Their scent corner is well
stocked with numerous
brands and different scents.

Any scent discussion

must include a segment
on proper storage. Scents
have different shelf lives
depending on the product.
Generally, they are:

Super Gels, Sauces and
Paste: 7-10 years

Bait Oils: 3-5 years
Water Soluble: 3-5 years

It would be a good idea to
use a permanent marker to
mark the purchase date on
your scent bottles. Typically,
you'll run out before they
are ineffective but knowing
when you purchased them
gives you something to talk
about. “I caught that huge
walleye on 10-year-old
worm sauce”.

A couple of thoughts on
storage:

On the boat store your
scent collection out of
direct sunlight in a cool
place. While fishing |

put a wet towel over my
scent containers on my
workstation, making sure to
keep it damp as required.

At home store them in a
dry, cool place. Preferably a
metal cabinet in the garage
or in the bait/beer fridge.
The mice in my garage

love to chew through scent
bottles.

At the end of the day, make
sure you clean your gear.
Being superstitious | use
Lemon Joy to wash all my
lures and attractors. Lemon
Joy or not, just make sure
you clean everything after
each trip.

Where your local
knowledge, trip planning,
gear set-up, and
presentation are important
in a successful outing, the
use of scents will help you
consistently fill the fish box.

Proper scent storage,
application, and clean-
up will go a long way in
making sure your fishing
trip doesn't stink!

APRIL 2025 | 9



LOCATIONS

ON LONG LAKE

A few inside tips that can
make you more successful
your next time out.

Nestled in the Spokane
River in Washington state,
Long Lake is a favorite
destination for anglers
seeking productive fishing
and multiple species.
While the lake is well
known for bass fishing,
and recreating, it has
earned a reputation as an
excellent spot for walleye
fishing. Whether you're

a seasoned Angler or a
novice hoping to reel in a
trophy catch, Long Lake
offers opportunities to
hook a variety of quality
fish, with now the walleye
becoming the star of the
show. Throughout this
article, we will explore a few
technigques you may want
to know to catch walleye on
Long Lake and some of my
favorite spots to cast a line.

10 | NWFISHING.net

THE ALLURE OF

LONG LAKE

Long Lake, also known

as Lake Spokane, spans
roughly 24 miles and

allows a ton of fishing
opportunities. The lake

is @ man-made reservoir
created by the Nine Mile
Dam, and Long Lake Dam.
With the lake being so
close to Spokane, it attracts
a lot of recreation boaters,
swimmers, jet skiers, and
kayakers. Lots of bass
tournaments are held there,
and plenty of trout are
planted for family-catching
fun. Don't be surprised if
yOou come across a pike,

as at one point in time

they were quite plentiful in
the system. Now with the
good population of walleye
showing up the past several
years, and so much room to
fish, it makes Long Lake a
prime fishing destination in
the region.

WALLEYE:

A COVETED CATCH
Walleye or a highly prized
fish for anglers due to their
elusive nature, sporting
challenge, and their great
taste. Their reputation as
one of the best-eating
freshwater fish definitely
adds to their appeal.
Known for their sharp
teeth and distinctive pale
greenish silver color with
dark vertical bars on their
body. Walleye are not as
aggressive as Bass, making
them a bit harder to

catch, which increases the
excitement for anglers.

Long Lake walleye have
flourished due to the
abundant amount of forage
fish like perch and so many
other minnows, great water,
and structure; including
drop-offs, rocky shorelines,
and vegetation. The walleye
population in Long Lake is
healthy, with many Anglers
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regularly reporting good
catches, making for a
perfect habitat for these
predatory fish.

Walleye fishing at Long
Lake typically peaks in

the warmer months, from
Spring to late fall. However,
most anglers are drawn to
the lake in the spring and
summer when walleye are
actively feeding and more
of the lake is accessible

as the water is low in the
winter.

THE BEST TIME

TO CATCH WALLEYE
The best time to fish for
walleye on Long Lake
largely depends on their

feeding habits and the
season. Walleye are known
to be nocturnal, meaning
they are most active during
dawn and dusk, when the
water cools and the light
levels are lower. This makes
the early morning and
evening hours prime times
to catch walleye. These fish
of course will bite during
the heat of the mid-day
during warmer months,
but | tend to find my best
fish during the cooler
months at night. In terms of
seasons, spring and fall are
often regarded to be the
best times for Long Lake
walleye.

Fishing's best
kept secret

Shop online at
www.mackslure.com

APRIL 2025 | 11
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During the spring, walleye
are typically spawning,
which makes them more
concentrated upriver

near the Spokane House
launch and further up in
the shallows. That's where
we find our most large
and aggressive fish. In the
fall, walleye put on the
feed bag and bulk up for
the colder months, fishing
can be productive as

they aggressively feed on
smaller baitfish flourishing
just outside weedlines.

Summer fishing walleye
can still be productive, and
very good, but may require
deeper fishing targeting
the river channel.

Walleye tend to retreat

to deeper, cooler water
during the summer. Using
your electronics can be
particularly helpful in
locating them in deeper
regions of the lake.

TECHNIQUES & TIPS

FOR CATCHING WALLEYE:

Trolling

Trolling is one of the

best and most effective
ways to catch walleye, by
covering more ground and
increasing the chance of
encountering a hungry
walleye. When im trolling
Long Lake, the most
effective depths for me
have been in the target

12 | NWFISHING.net

range of 10-30ft, depending
on season and temps.

Early season trolling large
crank baits like Bandits in
10-12ft of water is lights out
up near the Spokane House
launch. Make sure those
crankbaits are making
contact with the bottom

a little, and you'll be in the
zone, trolling upriver. When
the fish start to move out
to the main lake, and a little
deeper is when | will switch
to a slow death rig with a
worm harness from Mack's
Lure - usually on a 30z.
bottom bouncer trolling at
slow speeds maintaining
contact with the bottom.
Walleye love crawdads

and bouncing the bottom
mimics crawdads fleeing,
drowning in the walleye.
Jigging

Jigging is another effective
method for walleye,
especially as they migrate
deeper along the river
channel. By using a jig
tipped with a worm, or

cut bait Anglers can lure

walleye into biting by
mimicking the movement
of a distressed bait fish. The
key to success with jigging
is to work the base slowly
and deliberately, ensuring
it mimics the walleyes'
natural prey.

Many anglers,

including myself, prefer
using soft plastics and
various profiles and colors.

Drift Fishing

Drift fishing | find effective
when fish are spread out
or flats | find just off the
river channel. Drift fishing
involves allowing your boat
to slowly drift with the
current while casting jigs,
or bouncing jigs close to
the bottom. This technique
can be productive when
targeting drop-offs near the
flats, weed lines, or rocky
shorelines.

Night Fishing

Walleye are known to

be more active at night,
targeting the shallow

river areas early season, or
shallow weedlines closer to

MENTION THIS AD AND GET *10 FREE PLAY!

SMOKE'N SPIRITS

AT SHOALWATER BAY

SHOALWATER BAY

CASINO

swbcasino.com ¢ 4112 Highway 105 ¢ Tokeland, WA

Must be 21 or older. Must be a member of the Players Club. See Guest Services for detas. Management reserves all rights.
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14811 E. SPRAGUE AVE, SPOKANE VALLEY, WA 99216

509 443 3686 FISHING & CAMPING
509 926 6894 BOATING

ROD & REEL
COMBOS

shore around that 7-15ft of

water. | like glow color lures,

silver lures, or dark black
lures.

WHERE TO FISH

ON LONG LAKE

Long Lake has several
spots that can consistently
produce good walleye

catches. Many anglers focus

on the flats adjacent to the
deeper river channel, but
can also be found shoreline
weedlines and structures
such as drop-offs and
submerged gravel beds.

Some of my favorite spots
include:

The upper end of the lake:
This upper portion of the
lake near Long Lake Dam
has many rock formations

AR)I RS

and drop-offs where these
predators can hunt bait
fish. Look for shorelines on
the upper end that have
gravel or rip rap. Walleye
love to chase crawdads in
these areas.

The lower end of the lake:
This area provides plenty of
spots to fish from between
9-mile recreational area to
Willow Bay. Trolling and
jigging is very effective in
this large stretch.

Walleye fishing on
Long Lake in Spokane
Washington, offers an
experience for anglers
looking to test their
skills. Whether you're
fishing from a boat or
the shoreline, the lake

FLASHERS

-~ DOWNR@-}GERS
& ACCESSORIES

offers a diverse habitat
that provides the perfect
environment for walleye
to thrive. With the right
techniques and a little
patience, you can have

a successful fishing trip
reeling in a trophy walleye.
So grab your gear, head to
Long Lake, and discover
why it remains as one

of the best-kept secrets
for walleye fishing in
Washington.
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Looking back across the lake to the floating dock and small boat launch, it
appeared much farther away than it was.

Roses Lake, near the small
orchard community of
Manson, WA, is 130 acres
and surrounded by foothills
leading to the Cascade
mountains. Roses Lake

is not small, but also not
nearly as large as the
nearby 55-mile-long Lake
Chelan which is the main
reason why most visit

the farming valley. But

on this springtime day,
the afternoon winds had
come up, blowing down
the rolling hills and across
Roses Lake. Between me
and the newly redesigned
boat ramp stretched

a choppy expanse of
wind-driven waves and
whitecaps. In my small
12-foot rowboat, the real
challenge wasn't just the

distance, it was the fact
that I'd be rowing straight
into the wind and crashing
waves.

It had been a good day of
fishing with several trout on
the stringer and even more
released as | rowed across
the lake. Towing a green
Mack’'s Smile Blade fly in
olive green with two small
split shot a couple of feet
before the fly meant catch
and release was an option.
If you choose to use bait
then all fish caught must
be counted towards the
daily limit, even if released.
Once | got to the far shore
which is lined with cattails,
| opted to switch over to a
lightweight rod and a small
Jjig with a curly tail grub
under a float.

This provided non-stop
action with bluegills and
small largemouth bass.
Roses Lake offers anglers a
lot of options all year long.

| grew up fishing this lake
back when it was a winter-
only fishery, opening on
December Ist and closing
on March 3lst; it was very
popular with the locals.
Every weekend, dozens

of people sat on buckets
huddled around holes in
the ice. But by the time the
ice was gone, so were the
locals. It seems they had
their fill by March.

Then several years ago
the lake became a year-
round season, now there
is no rush of fishermen on
December 1st.
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When the ice is on this
lake it is still very popular
with the locals, but just
like the days of years ago
during the winter-only
fishery, once the ice is off,
the lake is all but forgotten.
My dad fished it every day
for a week straight this
past January when the

ice was thick and solid.

He also limited on 10 to
12-inch rainbows in less
than 2 hours each day he
went out and the fishing
continued to be good until
the summer heat warmed
up the water and brought
out the water skiers.

In March, the lake becomes
very active, especially
towards the end of the
month when the water
temps start rising and

bugs start hatching. April
and May are great months
to fish the lake, especially
trolling Mack's Smile Blade
flies or Carey Special flies
either on a sinking fly line or
on a lightweight spinning
outfit with a few split shot

16 | NWFISHING.net

above the flies. Since the
lake receives trout plants
throughout the year there
always seems to be enough
fish to make it worth the
time to wet a line. On
average this lake sees a
yearly planting of 31,000
rainbow trout, with 25,000
of those being triploids
which are sterile and

grow quickly. Washington
Department of Fish and
Wildlife also stocks around
2,000 brown trout and
another 2,000 tiger trout,
which are planted in hopes
of keeping the warmwater
spiny ray species in check.
There are also catfish in this
lake, though rarely targeted,
and a good population of
bass as well.

Access: Roses Lake is 7
miles from the town of
Chelan, along the north
shore. Take Highway 151
towards Manson. Turn right
on Wapato Lake Road,
which is the same road
that leads to the Colville
Tribes casino and is across
from Mill Bay County Park.

Continue for approximately
2 miles until you come to
Roses Ave. Turn left for
about a ¥2 mile and the
road veers right onto Green
Avenue. Then head to the
marked WDFW launch
and access site about a 12
mile further. There is ample
parking which was recently
re-paved and has bathroom
outhouse facilities. Roses
Lake access site also had
the boat launch improved
a few years ago with a
dock added to assist in
launching small watercraft.
For those bound to the
shoreline, WDFW just
added a new fishing dock
and a handicapped access
bulkhead to fish from. It
should be noted that this
is the only public access

to the lake as the rest of
the shoreline is private

property.

Where to fish: Right out

in front of the boat launch
and off of the two fingers
at the public access site
has always produced fish.
But if you have a boat there
are two other areas that |
highly recommend. First

is a cove to the Northwest
end of the lake. This cove
area is shallow compared
to the center of the lake
and the water temps can
warm up a little bit here
which makes for better bug
activity and hungry fish.
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The second area is the East
shoreline. This area is also
shallow and has a sandy
bottom which heats up the
water in the early spring.
There is a spring to the
north side of the eastern
shore where fresh water
enters the lake from the
aquifer. As the ice comes
off of the lake with the
oxygen-deprived water
this area always does well
in early spring. Of course,
my favorite area is actually
trolling between the east
shore and the cove to

the northwest along the
northern shoreline just
outside of the cattails.

What to use: This is your
standard trout lake and you
can't go wrong soaking
powerbait or single salmon
eggs doused with Pro-Cure
SuperGel in nightcrawler
or trophy trout. Be ready

if you're a bait plunker as
there are also some big
channel catfish in the lake
that might gobble up your
offering and give you a
heck of a surprise when
you're expecting a planter
rainbow! When the ice is
on a favorite bait is cooked
cocktail shrimp tipped

with some corn soaked
overnight in Pro-Cure
bloody tuna SuperGel. But
either before the ice or after
it comes off my number
one way to fish Roses is

WIN a free exclusive full-boat
fishing trip in Astoria, Oregon
on August 23, 2025!

1. Scan the QR Code
2. Enter your email
3. Follow & Share on Facebook

4. THAT’S IT!!!

CONTACT US
(503)956-5489
. DOUBLEMOUTDOORS.COM

Giveaway valid April 1-May 15. See website for more details.

to troll a Carey Special or
olive green Mack’s Lure
Smile Blade fly, which

is essentially a Whooly
Bugger with a small Mylar
blade in front. Black leaches
and a gold bead head black
or green whooly bugger
also works really well and
you can use them to catch
panfish and bass as well.
You can use a 5 to 7-weight
fly rod with a slow sinking
line, or just a few small split
shot two feet in front of the
fly with a spinning outfit. Of
course, if there was anyone
joining me for the day |
always made sure we had
at least one Yakima Bait
Company 2-inch Maglip in

a green frog pattern being

trolled behind the boat. You
can use motors on the lake,
but rowing can increase
bites as it seems that the
slower you go the more fish
you catch.

Fly fishing: Just to the west
of the boat launch is a little
stream that outflows from
Roses Lake to Dry Lake. Dry
Lake is full of warm water
fish, such as bass, crappie,
bluegills and sunfish. These
species always seem to
sneak their way into Roses
and this part of the lake is
ideal for float tubing with a
fly rod. There are also tiger
trout in Roses and even a
few browns, as WDFW tries
curtailing the sunfish and
APRIL 2025 |17
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invasive panfish that can
spawn in lakes by using
these predators. If the trout
fishing is slow then you
can try poppers or leach
patterns for the pan fish.

Other options: If you are
planning a trip to the
Chelan Valley to give this
fishery a try, don't forget a
few other options as well.
Dry Lake right next to
Roses is a bass fisherman'’s
dream. This lake is very
shallow and by summer the
weeds have overtaken the
lake, but in fall and spring
the weeds aren't as bad
and it's very fishable. | don't
recommend ice fishing this
lake because it is so shallow
that the ice seems to be
thin or “rotten” in places as
the water can remain a bit
warmer than the deeper
Roses Lake. There is no
improved launch at Dry
Lake, but a small car topper
boat or a float tube works
great here. There are some
big bass in there as well as
good-eating crappie and
other pan fish.

Of course, Lake Chelan

is also an option that

you cannot overlook.
Springtime is prime time
for the Lakers as they are
in their spawning cycle.

It seems the bigger fish
come up from the depths
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or from the up lake to the
down lake area (little is
known where the big fish
hang out since the lake is
so big and deep). By late
spring you can target the
kokanee which are heading
to the east end of the lake.
The standard pop gear and
wedding ring tipped with

a worm and shoepeg corn
soaked in Pro-Cure's anise
or bloody tuna is the top
producer for the Kokes. It
seems this migration of
landlocked sockeye fatten
the Mackinaw for a chance
to break the state record
for Lake Trout. Try off of the
end of Wapato Point where
the lake goes from 150

feet to over 250 feet, either
jigging 1 oz white grub jigs

tipped with pike minnow or
herring strips or troll a U20
flatfish along the bottom
off of downriggers. If you're
not equipped for the deep
water, the smallmouth bass
are found along the docks
in the town of Chelan. The
water is clear enough that
you can often see fish for
the bass.

Back on Roses Lake, keep
an eye on the afternoon
winds and be ready to head
for the boat launch. If the
trout fishing slows then
work the cattails for some
incredible bass fishing. You
might not find big bass
here but they are plentiful
and easy to catch. Keep in
mind that there is often a
water ski slalom course on
the west end of the lake
and that others will be
using this lake as well. The
130-acre body of water is
surrounded by orchards
and a few houses and
respect the shoreline. The
WDFW access site gets
busy but there is plenty

of parking and good bank
access. This lake has it all,
for everyone, from kayakers
and float tube anglers to
bass boats and tow boats,
trout and bass, and some
bluegill too. This makes it a
perfect lake to take the kids
as well as just spend some
time catching fish while in
the Lake Chelan Valley.
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CATCH MORE

AT POTHOLES RESERVOIR

BYJOHN KRUS
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Potholes Reservoir is best
known for its spectacular
bass, walleye, and panfish
fisheries but do not
overlook the quality trout
you can catch out of this
27800-acre reservoir. Two-
to-three-pound rainbow
trout are common in this
lake, and they can get even
bigger. Every year, multiple
anglers catch seven-pound
rainbows here.

So where do you find
them? A reservoir this
large can be intimidating
to someone who has

never fished here before.
Fortunately, there are a few
key places you can count
on to find trout.

If you are a shore-bound
angler there are a few good
choices for you. In the
spring, you can catch trout
at Blythe Point,a WDFW
access area with a boat
launch on the southwest
end of the reservoir.
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Simply go towards the
end of the point and fish
from there. Many anglers
will plunk nightcrawlers or
worms here because there
are other species in the
area that will take this bait
as well.

A short distance away from
Blythe Point is Potholes
State Park. Don't bother
fishing the main lake

from shore because it's a
long shallow flat that isn't
conducive to holding trout.
Instead, go to the north
end of the park and fish
Frenchman's Wasteway.
The trout congregate in
the moving water of this
stream that flows into
Potholes Reservoir at the
northeast end of the park.
Lures like Worden Rooster
Tails or curly-tailed grubs
with a 1/8-ounce jig head
are proven winners here, as
are worms fished under slip
bobbers.

Another place to try from
shore is MarDon Resort.

In the early spring, right
after ice-out, anglers can
catch rainbows either still
fishing or casting spinners
and spoons from the shore
behind the head office or
at the swim beach. You do
need to be staying at the
resort to fish here.

Are you the kind of

angler who likes to soak
Powerbait? If so, head to
Medicare Beach on the east
end of the Reservoir. There
are plenty of Powerbait
plunkers here and if that's
not working, try fishing a
marshmallow and worm off
the bottom.

Boat anglers have more
options and trolling in front
of Medicare Beach or near
the mouth of Frenchman'’s
Wasteway are two places
worth fishing. Nathan
LaFrance at MarDon
Resort said trolling over
the sunken habitat boxes
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between the resort and
Blythe Point is also a good
springtime strategy.

As for how to catch them,
trolling a Berkley Flicker
Shad in sizes #5 or #7 is

a proven method to get
trout to strike. Trolling a
Needlefish spoon is also
popular, and a frog pattern
is a good color to start with
unless the water is stained,
in which case chartreuse
would be a better bet.
Finally, you can't go wrong
trolling the tried-and-true
Mack's Wedding Ring
spinner tipped with a worm
or a half of a night crawler.

M
SPRING BREAK SPECIAL =
FREE ROUND OF MINI GQL

FOR EVERY BOOKING

As far as rods and reels go,
a basic spinning reel with
a 6 to 8-pound test works
fine. While | used to fish
ultralight rods for trout, |
don't do so here because
the odds of landing a three
or five-pound rainbow
can be tough to do with

a very light pole. That is
why | favor a 6 %2 to 7-foaot,
medium-action spinning
rod.

If you want a change of
scenery from Potholes
Reservoir, head to the
seep lakes just south of
the reservoir. Located on
state land and within the

o

MINI GOLF NEARBY FISHING WATERFOWL HUNTING

CONTACT US

8198 HWY 262 SE,
OTHELLO, WA 99344

509.346.2651

MARDON RESORT COM E

Columbia National Wildlife
Refuge, there are dozens
of small lakes to explore
fishing either from shore
or in small boats, kayaks, or
portable pontoon boats.

Some of these lakes are
open year-round to include
Corral Lake, which is a
two-minute drive from
MarDon Resort. Corral Lake
is stocked with tagged
rainbow trout that can

be caught during the
Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife's annual
trout derby that runs from
the last Saturday in April
through October 3lst.

SCAN ME

"-'ﬂ

*Every booking receives 1 complimentary round of mini golf for each guest’s group. Deal valid 2.1.2025-4.21.2025. Call for more details.
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If you catch a tagged fish,
you report it to WDFW and
you win a prize that could
be a gift card or certificate
or something more!

Checking with Nathan
LaFrance at MarDon
Resort some other year-
round lakes worth fishing
are Blythe Lake as well as
Upper and Lower Goose
Lake. LaFrance says the
inlet into Soda Lake can
also be a good bet and
when he fishes there,

he casts or trolls #4 or

#5 Rapala Shad Raps. All
the year-round lakes just
mentioned have launches
for small boats.

Other Seep Lakes open

the last Saturday in April
(April 26th, 2025). The most
popular lake to fish during
the lowland lakes opener

in this area is Warden Lake
and there is a resort at the
north end of the lake along
with a boat launch. Upper
and Lower Hampton Lakes
are good choices as are
Hutchison and Shiner Lakes
at the south end of the
Columbia National Wildlife
Refuge. If you want to get
away from the crowds, hike
into North and South Teal
lakes. LaFrance says both
waters fish well for rainbow
trout.

Spring and Fall are both
great times to chase after
Rainbow Trout at Potholes
Reservoir and the nearby
Seep Lakes. Drop by the
store at MarDon Resort for
the latest conditions and if
you are looking for a place
to stay, the resort offers
basic to luxury cabins,

RV sites, tent sites, and a
restaurant. Potholes State
Park has basic cabins and
a large number of RV and
tent sites. Both locations
also have boat launches.

JOHN KRUSE
northwesternoutdoors.com
&
americaoutdoorsradio.com

WALLEYFE FISHING

POTHOLE SFTAL

509.750.7763

A

Ch

ROSSOUTDOORADVENTURES.COM

22 | NWFISHING.net

/ BODKING
LEYVE ADVENTURES.

CALL FOR DETAILS.
CENTRAL WA'S PREMIER GUIDE SERV



https://northwestfishing.net/
https://rossoutdooradventures.com/

SPECIAL HUNT PERMITS | MULTI-SEASON TAGS

PURCHASE APP: HOW - 5/28/25 NOW THROUGH MARCH 31

SUBMIT APP: 4/28/25 - 5/28/25 Resident app: $7.10

General app: $7.10 Youth app: $3.80
Quality app: $13.70 Non-resident app: $110.50

Youth app: $3.80
@

Non-resident fee: $110.50
Learn more at mywdfw.com Learn more at mywdfw.com

If selected, you may:

« Apply for special hunts using any weapon type
« Hunt more days, increasing odds of success
« Elk hunters can hunt both east & west side

of the state

Special hunt is a 2-step app process:

1. Purchase an app at a license vendor, online,
or by calling (360) 902-2464.

2. Submit an app either online at
fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov or by calling
(360) 902-2464.

If you are drawn & intend to use your
Multi-season tag, you must purchase the
corresponding tag before midnight, July 31, 2025

—  Washington
Department of
Hunters must abide by all rules, regulations, & bag limits as set by WDFW in the

Washington Big Game Hunting Seasons & Regulations.
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Essential

okanee Smence

By Gary Gordon

So, you want to become a
better kokanee fisherman?
Yes, we all do. | assure

you that you can be, but

it takes some effort. It is
not just getting out on the
water, but it is using solid
knowledge about kokanee
that will make you more
effective when you are on
the water.

A while back | put together
a wheel showing the inter-
related concepts that occur
in successful kokanee
fishing. For a starting

point of this paper, please
consider:

Targeted Depth
(Proper Temp)

Vibration
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The idea is that if you get
all of these factors right

in your presentation, then
you are fishing with 100%
efficiency. There is some
truth that IF you are in the
right temperature zone,
using a correct dodger at
the right speed, then you
are hovering around 50-
55% effectiveness. Even a
blind sow gets an acorn
occasionally. But you will
be at 0% effectiveness if
you are not in the correct
temperature and using the
wrong presentation setup.
As a fisherman, you already
know that from practical
experience. Taking the time
to learn about all of these
related factors will most
likely help you become a
better overall fisherman for
kokanee and other species
as well.

The single best predictor
of kokanee location is

temperature. | am not
talking about surface water
temperature, but rather
the correct temperature
down in the water

column, or temperature

at depth. For kokanee, the
preferred temperature is
close to 54 degrees. They
can indeed be found at
temperatures between 44
and 59 degrees. Below 54
degrees the kokanee are
less active. Much above
54° any extended stay will
have detrimental or even
lethal effects. Kokanee
biology functions best at 54
degrees, and they will seek
it out if it is available.

That temperature provides
the most efficient growth
from feeding. That
temperature also allows
for the least amount of
energy consumed for
swimming and generally
being in the business of
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being a kokanee. Wherever
that 54 degrees is in the
water column, that is your
target depth. Early season
temperatures may not

be as high as 54°, which
accounts for sometimes
slower fishing.

There are a few reliable
devices available that you
can use such as the Fish
Hawk model 840. Search
Amazon for more options.

Since kokanee have

a very elongated air
bladder, you can use your
fishfinder to determine
their approximate depth.
Kokanee will show a
bright orange with a color
fishfinder. Take an average
depth of the images and
have that as your initial
target depth. Set your
presentation within five
feet top and bottom of that
target depth. If the fish
that hit your presentation
are smaller than what is
generally being caught,
lower your target by five
feet. Continue this process
until you are zoned in.

Generally, kokanee fishing
picks up in the spring,
when water temperatures
are warming, and continues
through August. This

period can be broken down
further into categories,
each with distinctive
features and methods for
the best approach to your

fishing. But to grasp the
reasons for the differences,
some additional discussion
is necessary.

Zooplankton is animal
plankton. Zooplankton

can move about without
being totally dependent

on current and wave/wind
action. For our kokanee,
the most important
zooplankton are daphnia
(water fleas). Daphnia are
intolerant of light and when
sunlight hits the water,
daphnia descend down the
water column. In spring,
the kokanee are waiting

for them from below.

The chase often ends (or
continues) with kokanee
jumping out of the water,

Mmuch to our entertainment.

The absolute enemy of
kokanee is the tiny mysis
shrimp. Mysis eat the
phytoplankton at such

a rate that it virtually
eliminates the food supply
available to young kokanee.
If there are no young
kokanee, soon there will be
no mature kokanee. These
lessons were learned too
late in Flathead Lake and
Lake Tahoe.

As long as the kokanee

can find that plankton in
their preferred temperature
range, all is good. Kokanee
gorge and grow and

grow and gorge. But as

the season progresses,
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54 degrees continues to
lower in the water column
and reaches a point
where there is no growing
phytoplankton where the
54-degree temperature
depth is located.

The temperature range
has dropped in the water
column to the point
where 54 degrees is below
10% light. The result is
that the phytoplankton,
though abundant, isin a
temperature that is too
warm for the kokanee.
When that happens,
kokanee will stop eating.
And stop growing too.
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This is when kokanee
enter the pre-spawn
period. And changes
start happening to the
kokanee, as their stored
energy (from gorging) is
then directed to those
body parts necessary
for spawning.

A key factor for growing
large kokanee is how
long that 54 degree
zone can remain within
the growing plankton.
Keeping that zone in the
phytoplankton is influenced
by inflows (the cooler the
better), reservoir depth,

and amount of heating
(infrared) by the sun. If the
water warms too quickly,
kokanee will not have
enough time to feed to
achieve their maximum
potential size. And there
can be even more dramatic
size downward if there are
too many mouths for the
available food supply at

the temperature where
kokanee prefer. Obviously,
the spring weather and
natural spawn success have
a lot to do with it in either
case. A mild spring, with

an excellent slow melting
substantial snowpack is
ideal.

You can easily confirm the
pre-spawn time. If you land
a kokanee and clean it, and
if the stomach is empty,
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Ft Depth Light /

TEMPERATURE AND LIGHT AT TARGET DEPTH

TYPICAL KOKANEE RESERVOIR OR LAKE
Early Scason — Mid Season — Late Season

[TARGET YOUR SETUP FOR sﬂ

The later in the season, the
less light (maybe none) at
your target depth

Diagram is for illustration purposes

that not only tells you it is
pre-spawn, but it also tells
you that the 54 degrees is
now below that 10% light
threshold in the water
column. Fortunately for us,
kokanee will continue to
strike out at a proper setup,
even in reduced light. Even
in no light.

Understanding this
fundamental principle
that water absorbs light
and that there is always
less light at depth is the
first step in deciding

what dodger and lure
combination (the setup) to
fish.

To proceed further, we have
to understand another

two interlocking principles.
Kokanee are first attracted
to proper vibration, then to
color. It is not the other way
around. Proper vibration
and color cannot be
separated.

mugm!sgs ;-;
425-345 - 6232

Yes, scent does play a role,
but even the correct scent
will not make up for a bad
presentation at incorrect
depth, speed, and dodger/
lure choice. In fact, a bad
scent choice will condition
the kokanee not to strike.
That is one of the best
reasons to have scent
choices on hand and to
move to new fishing areas
with a different scent.
Simply staying in the same
area but changing scents
will do nothing to remove
the bad scent already in
the water. Only time and
current can do that.
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Regardless of species, we
have all seen at times fish
come and have a look at
our presentation, only to
swim away. When we send
a setup to the target depth
we are trying to accomplish
two things. We want our
setup to attract our target
fish, and we want our
setup to provoke a striking
response to our lure. The
whole point of kokanee
fishing is to catch kokanee
(and enjoy being on the
water of course). But we
do not put microscopic
plankton or tiny daphnia
water fleas on our hooks
and go from there. As it
turns out, kokanee are in
fact attracted to colors,
contrasts and objects that
do not exist naturally in
their environment.

Leading the proper setup
is a dodger. The lure is then
attached to the dodger

by a short leader. Frankly,
the shorter the better - a
minimum of five inches
but no more than 14 inches
(except for apex types). The
deeper your target depth
is in the water column,

the shorter the leader. For
squids, RGTs, hoochies and
bugs a five-inch setback

is more productive than a
14-inch setback regardless
of target depth. But what
does the dodger really do?
The dodger is the most
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crucial part of your setup.
As the dodger moves
forward through the water,
it displaces water. When
water is displaced, it creates
a wave.

The kind of wave and its
intensity is determined by
the shape of the object
moving in the water and
how fast it is moving. While
a sleek shape will still make
a wave, a shape that moves
side to side will produce
more intense waves.
Squids, RGTs, hoochies and
bugs are sleek. But while
they still make a wave as
they are pulled through the
water, they do not make
much of a wave. Yet place
them a short distance

REELTIMEFISHING

behind a dodger that is
moving side to side, and
you have given your sleek
presentation abundant
action.

This back-and-forth
displacement of water is
creating a particular kind
of wave: a low-frequency
sound wave. Even though
we cannot hear it, the
important thing is that
kokanee can hear it. How
they can hear it deserves
some comment. Kokanee
have three tools to aid in
sound detection. The first
is their inner ears up front.
The second is the lateral
line on each side.
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Lateral lines are really

a series of pores that
contain a network of
sensory structures called
neuromasts. The third

is the very elongated air
bladder that kokanee
have (much longer than
in other freshwater fish).
This air bladder acts like
a drum in picking up
sound waves. The three
tools work together to
give the kokanee a three-
dimensional picture of
what direction the sound is
coming from.

Be assured that the sound
you are creating with your
dodger travels outward,
upward, downward,
backward, sideways and
forward at speeds way in
excess of the speed you are
trolling. And kokanee can
swim way faster than you
are trolling.

If you are to be a successful
kokanee fisherman, then
you want your setup to
make the kind of sound
waves that will in fact
attract kokanee. This is to
also say that if you want to
be a successful kokanee
fisherman, you do not
want your setup to make
sound waves that repel
kokanee. In my opinion,
using flashers either ahead
of the dodger or on the
downrigger ball produce
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The very finest attracting dodgers and matching lures for

KOKANEE — TROUT
LANDLOCKED SALMON

Ultralight tackle for your success includes 3 styles of attracting dodgers

Matching lures: NEW Kokanee Krill, Beaded Spinners, Super Squids, Spin Bugs
Only the finest fluorescent (“UV”) materials used. Tandem Gamakatsu hooks.

FISH WITH GARY TACKLE CO.

La Pine, Oregon

www.fishwithgary.com 541.536.1002

Home of Kokanee University

just the kind of sounds that
repel kokanee. The reasons
are basic.

and go the opposite
direction. You might in fact
pick up a kokanee using
flashers because there is
always a really dumb one in
the mix. But you will scatter
the rest quickly.

Every manufacturer of
flashers claims that their
action produces sound
that mimics wounded
baitfish. And that they
do, without question.
Essentially flashers are
predator attractants. Except
kokanee are not attracted
to wounded baitfish. But
fish that eat kokanee are
attracted to wounded
baitfish.

Any right-thinking kokanee
(@ survivor) has learned

the sound of predators

and what attracts them.
Kokanee hear that sound

Many times | have heard
and read that when the
fishing is slow, use flashers.
Bad advice. If the fishing

is slow, change your setup
to a larger dodger and
different matching lure.
Change location. Change
scent. Change speed.
Adjust depth.

Next month | will go further
into kokanee eyesight,
colors, and presentation to
up your kokanee success.
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"IF EVERYTHING

————

IS AS IT SHOULD

——

BE, THERE ARE TWO FLIES IN THE

DANGER ZONE."

For me, in most cases,

| want a No. 10 red
chironomid hung just
over the top of the weeds,
while a black chironomid
rides about 18 inches
above it. Studies have
been made on a number
of lakes to determine the
main food source for the
trout. Chironomids are
midges, which look a little
like mosquitoes, but lack
that terrible creature’s
bite. On many lakes, the
midges make up close

to 40 percent of a trout'’s
annual food intake. If there's
nothing else going on, you
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can bet the fish will eat a
chironomid. But fishing a
chironomid is different than
fishing imitations of other
bugs.

Midges don't have legs or
tails like mayfly nymphs or
damselfly nymphs. So you
want a vertical presentation
instead of a horizontal
presentation.

As chironomids hatch,
they are trying to produce
oxygen between their
exoskeleton, their nymphal
shuck, and the adult body.
They come up out of the
mud and they suspend
about 12 to 18 inches above
the bottom, for up to an

FISHING

hour. That makes them
vulnerable to rainbows,
browns, and cutthroat.

Chironomid imitations
work wherever trout make
a living. The hardest thing
about it is the fish don't set
the hook themselves. You
have to watch that indicator
all-day

In Central Oregon, we fish
chironomids on East, Lava,
Little Lava, Hosmer, and
even Wickiup for browns.
They are a major food
source for a lot of insect-
eating trout. The tactics
do not change that much
except for the depth the
angler is fishing.


https://northwestfishing.net/

From outside the boat, it
looks like a boring way to
fish. | beg to differ. Some
methods are more suited
to small fish, while other
strategies are better suited
to big fish. But all trout, big
and small, eat chironomids.
Setting the hook is like
pulling the lever on a slot
machine. Especially on
reservoirs with submerged
streambeds like Crane
Prairie, Haystack, Prineville
Reservoir, and Timothy
Lake.

the trick is finding the

old river channels. As the
average lake temperature
warms, the fish move into
the cooler river channels
and use them as highways
to move around. The
channels average 12 to 13
feet deep and are relatively
weed-free with a sandy or
silty floor.

So what you have is a
90-degree angle coming
off your indicator. If you
move your indicator a
couple of inches. You give

it a twitch and it rises up

a couple of inches then
settles back down. Vertical
action is what you want
with chironomids. Reds and
black are the primary colors
most anglers use in Central
Oregon, but olives and
browns can also work. More
important than color is to
present at the right depth.

LEWISTON, ID | HCGRANDHOTEL.COM

-Store fish in our cooler
-Free hot breakfast
-Expansive free parking

d EHARNB

-2 onsite restaurants + bars
-On-site entertainment
-Indoor/outdoor pool, gym

The Northwest's Premier Outfitter offering
guided fishing trips in ldaho, Washington

and Oregon.

rl@ Jones Sport Fishing

The fish is probably more
attracted by the silhouette
of the midge.

One of the things we tell
ourselves is we want to
find the depth where the
feeders are working. My
friend Scott Cook calls it
finding the feeders.

If a certain depth is paying
off, try to bracket all the
flies in the boat around that
part of the water column.

A depth finder can help
locate schools of feeding
fish.
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There are times when the
small flies can get bit in
deeper water. When trying
to fish down at 15 or 20 feet,
try using a very fast sinking
line - like with a type 3, 4
or 5 - and retrieve it VERY,
VERY slow. The trick is to
work the fly in a vertical
presentation, retrieving

it up through the water
column.

Most chironomid fishing
takes place at a depth of
six to twelve feet below
the indicator. | like to

use a nine- or ten-foot
leader tapered down to

a 4X fluorocarbon tippet.
Again knotted to a No. 10
chironomid with another
chironomid on the dropper.

Any time the indicator goes
down, the fish could be 10
inches or 10 pounds and
you don't know until you
set the hook.

GARY LEWIS BIO GG, FOR ASIGNED COPY OF FISHING

Gary Lewis is an award-winning author, TV host, speaker and photographer. Recent books Mount Hood MOUNT HOOD COUNTRY, SEND
include Fishing Central Oregon, 6th Edition, Fishing Mount Hood Country and Bob Nosler Born y $29.99, INCLUDES SHIPPING TO:
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Ballistic. Gary has hunted and fished in eight countries on three continents and in the islands ggr}él'e\?g;?lgdogrsog TS
of the South Pacific. Born and raised in the Northwest, he has been walking forest trails and OX ! en' !
. ) . ) ) Contact Gary Lewis at
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Destinations
Alaska Kenai Adventures
(907) 252-0705
akalodge.com

Kenai River, Alaska

Hell's Canyon Grand Hotel
(208) 799-1000
hellscanyongrandhotel.com
Clearwater River

Lenore Lodge

(208) 790-2128
lenorelodgeidaho.com
Clearwater River

Mardon Resort
(800) 416-2736
mardonresort.com
Potholes Reservoir

Rainbow Valley Lodge
(4006) 682-4264
rainbowvalleylodge.com
Madison River

Shoalwater Casino & Hotel
(360) 267-2048
swbcasino.com

Guides & Charters
Austin’s Northwest Adventures
(509) 668-0298
austinsnorthwestadventures.com
From Buoy 10 to Lake Roosevelt

Castcadia

(208) 699-5636

castcadia.net

CDA Lake, Columbia River, Snake River

D&H Sport Fishing
(509) 594-1754
columbiasalmon.com
Columbia River, Yakima

Double M Outdoors

(503) 956-5489
doublemoutdoors.com
Columbia River: Buoy 10, McNary Dam

Jones Sportfishing

(208) 861-0654
jonessportfishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers,
Southern Idaho

Fast Action Fishing Adventures
(425 753-5772
fastactionfishingseattle.com

Lake Sammamish, Riffe Lake, Green River

Fish Intimidators

(509) 750-6809

Columbia River

Hanford Reach, Snake River, Ringold

Moons Guide Service

(509) 860-6497
moonsguideservice.com
Columbia River, Brewster, Lake Chelan,
Moses Lake, Potholes, Hanford Reach

Reel Obsession

(888) 855-7335
reelobsession.ca

West Coast British Columbia

Reel Time Fishing

(208) 790-2128
reeltimefishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers

Ross Outdoor Adventures
(509) 750-7763
rossoutdooradventures.com
Potholes Reservoir, Moses, Banks Lake

Torrey's Sportfishing Adventures

(425) 345-6232
Western Washington
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Outdoor Gear

Elephant Boys
(509) 443-3686
theelephantboys.com

Ghunders Performance
Base Layers

(360) 612-0506
ghunders.com

Work Sharp Tools
(800) 597-6170

worksharptools.com

Marine

Hewescraft
1(800)326-6594
hewescraft.com

Fishing Tackle

Fish With Gary Tackle Co.

(547) 536-1002
fishwithgary.com

Mack’s Lure
(509) 667 9202
mackslure.com

Old Goat Lures
oldgoatlures.com

Wigglefin Tackle
(208) 388-8539
wigglefin.com

Other
BECU
becu.org

Classic Creations
wildlifeingold.com

Mackenzie River Pizza
mackenzieriverpizza.com

Steelhead Expo
steelheadexpo.com

Skip Rock Distillers
(360) 862-0272
skiprockdistillers.com

The Sports Shows
thesportshows.com

Email today for directory
advertising information.

ericm@nwfishing.net

N2
Switchblade Flasher System

HellRazor™

Build yours today at
wigglefin.com

SALMON - TROUT - KOKANEE
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TROUT DERBY
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VISIT THEELEPHANTBOYSCOM
14811 E. SPRAGUE AVE, SPOKANE VALLEY WA 99216
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