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SEA RUNNER HT 1901210

The available hard-top cabin option on the Hewescraft Sea Runner makes this super-versatile

fishing machine an essential for extending your time on the water. This roomy all-welded
cabin comes equipped with either a secure, lockable bulkhead door, or a fully removable
rugged, zip-down curtain to keep you warm and dry during rough weather. Stay out while
the bite is hot or get up on plane on the Sea Runner’s deep-v hull and power to your next
fishing coordinates without getting a drop of rain or spray on you. When it’s time to pull
into a calm harbor or a remote beach to camp for the night, the available sleeper seat
option makes the Sea Runner even more essential.

FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT
WWW . HEWESCRAFT.COM

O ©® O @HEWESCRAFTBOATS
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GHUnders LITE.
Take your Performance
to the next level.
Made with Moisture
Transfer Technology
that keeps your skin dry.
Made in the NW.
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EDITOR’S CORNER:

Steelhead fishing holds many found memories for me. | arrived on the scene around 1982, just in time NORTHWEST
to enjoy some amazing fishing adventures before we started to see opportunities slowly fade away. 4 FISHING
Overnight trips to the Cowlitz River, sleeping in the back of my truck, zooming up and down the river in my
8-foot zodiac with guide boats all around me. Returning to the launch and seeing all the fish caught — it
was an amazing time.

Sadly, those days are gone and so are many of the famous places that anglers used to fish. The closing
of the Tokul Creek hatchery was a particularly sad one for me to see. However, a ray of hope has recently
shined on steelhead anglers. Megan Bennett reports on the opening of the upper Columbia and Methow
River for hatchery steelhead. Meanwhile, Rob Holman shares adventures on the Clearwater River for that
system’s beautiful (and big) hatchery steelhead.

Here's wishing your early winter fishing adventures are good ones! - v
FOLLOW US:
ww.northwestfishing.net/

@ ©northwestfishingtv

Mike Carey - mikec@nwfishing.net @Michael Carey Northwest Fishing

ARTICLE GENRES

W
£

FISHING GEAR SAFETY FOOD LOCATIONS GUEST MISC

WRITER

AWM G0 B 53

08 In Search of the 2 Hoodsport Chumn
Perfect Storm Mike Carey
Gary Lewi . .
e 17 Chasing the Elusive
10 Winterize, Seasonal Burbot
Maintenance, and a Eric Magnuson 3 My First Pheasant
Plan Mike Carey
Randy Castello
15 The Big Comeback: 22 The Last Ride
Steelhead on the Mike Carey 3 Steelhead ..are back?
Columbian Toby Wyatt

Megan Bennett

4 | NWFISHING.net



https://northwestfishing.net/
https://northwestfishing.net/
https://northwestfishing.net/

YO)IR PREMIERE PNW FISHING GUIDE SERVIGE

—,

AAustin’s Northwest Adventures

R

{.:_',,";s_'}»"'r}l
% s

It’s almost holiday season!
Give the gift of fishing
= and fishing knowledge!
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www.austinsnorthwestall

CUSTOM ARTWORK.
MADE BY FISHERMEN.
FOR FISHMEN.

T-SHIRTS ¢ HOODIES ¢ BEANIES -
MUGS ¢ BANDANAS ¢ APRONS

S H O P N OW NORTHWESTFISHING.SHOP
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FALL ISN'T JUST
FOR BIGGAME .

S

« Spring and fall have Y
separate bag limits - fill
your unused tags from the
spring and/or harvest

more turkeys!

» Deer and turkey camp -
many units open from
now - Dec. 31, maximize
your hunting time!

* New hunter? No problem -
check out our Hunter
Education Deferral Program
to hunt this fall with an
experienced hunter!

Sept. 1 - Dec. 31

GMUs: 101-154, 162-186, 203-290, 382, 388, 568-578

Up to 4 turkeys can be harvested in the fall.
See the turkey hunting regulations for bag limits by area.
wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/regulations/summary-of-seasons/spring-turkey

Small game license and turkey transport tag are all that you need. Get yours today!
fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov

Don’t forget to submit your turkey hunting activity report online by logging into
your WILD account through WDFW's licensing systems.
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BY GARY LEWIS

SNOW AIN'T GOOD ENOUGH. RAIN IS BETTER. THE KIND OF RAIN THAT STARTS ABOUT 8:00 IN THE
MORNING AND MELTS THE SNOW AND UPWELLS THE RIVER. IT'S GOING TO BE HARD TO CATCH A FISH,

BUT | ONLY NEED TO CATCH ONE.

Two other vehicles in the
parking lot. Two other
fishermen. Singles, |
guessed, reading the
tracks in the snow. | sat on
the tailgate of the F-150,
tightened my bootlaces,
and decided to start
downstream like a proper
fisherman and work my
way up. It was Super Bowl
Sunday, one of my favorite
days of the year.

As | walked down to the
river, one of the anglers
picked up his net and
began the walk back
toward the parking area.
This was better.

8 | NWFISHING.net

Using a large pine tree as
cover, | looked in the water
with the glare glasses and
saw trout. Noses in the
current, but not active. No
bugs on the surface either.

And as | watched upstream,

nothing rose.

At first, | tumbled nymphs
to them, high-sticking,
watching for the white of a
mouth or a rainbow flash
in the braided current.

| suspected the fluoro
leader was not working
for me in the clear water.
But | hesitate to fish 6X

or (shudder) 7X because
these bigger fish are

likely to break off on the

second jump. And besides,
the tracks in the snow
indicated there had been
at least half a dozen anglers
here before me.

Upstream there were tails
visible beneath a downed
tree and | flirted with
disaster, drifting nymphs to
the otherwise hidden trout
in the branches.

Working up, casting bead-
head wets, and tumbling
them back through the
regular slots did not pay off
with a take. Now as the sun
began to go off the water, it
was harder to see into the
regular slots and now the
snow crunched under my
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boots as the temperature
began to drop.

Where there once were
willows to hide behind, |
scouted the shallows and
ran through channeled lava
flows. A few trout here, but
their body language reads
the same way. If | could see
them, they could see me.
Time to change tactics. The
beadheads went back in
the box and | trimmed the
nine-foot leader down to
seven feet, trimming the 5X
tippet back to 4X.

This next run was best
fished by wading in, but
this time | would cast a
streamer. | knotted on a
root beer brown mohair
leech.

Here, the water splits
around a few boulders

and drops fast down a
couple of short waterfalls.
Trout feed in the shallows
if there is a hatch, but

hold along a ledge in the
absence of surface activity.
It's deeper water than
most flyfishermen are
comfortable fishing, and
faster too. But this is where
the biggest fish can exist

GARY LEWIS BIO

¢  Gary Lewis is an award-winning author, TV host, speaker and photographer. Recent books
include Fishing Central Oregon, 6th Edition, Fishing Mount Hood Country and Bob Nosler Born
Ballistic. Gary has hunted and fished in eight countries on three continents and in the islands
of the South Pacific. Born and raised in the Northwest, he has been walking forest trails and
running rivers for as long as he can remember. Lewis is twice past president of the Northwest

unseen and untouched.
The first cast quartered up,
midway across the run with
an upstream mend. After a
couple of seconds to let the
current grab the fly and pull
it down, | short-stripped
twice and a fish slammed
the fly.

It turned and streaked
toward the log jam at the
bottom of the run, and then
turned back upstream to
try to see the line on the
lava edge. Extending my
arm, | kept the line off the
rocks and after a couple
of minutes where the fish
streaked up and down the
run, | made the first stab
with the net. For a second,
the fish was in the net
and then it was out again.
Praying the 4X would hold
it, | waited till its head was
up and skated it with my
right hand, netting it with
my left, turning so the bag
would close.

Outdoor Writers Association and a recipient of NOWA's Enos Bradner Award.

In hand, the fish was beat
up. A hatchery survivor,

its nose and tail frayed in
the jungle of the hatchery
raceway. Nineteen honest
inches. Shaped like a
football. And there and then
in that moment, | noticed
something else about it. If
its head was off, it would

fill my Camp Chef cast iron
frying pan. So | kept it and
cooked it for dinner that
night with mayonnaise and
angler's seasoning. And
fried a half dozen prawns to
go with it and proclaimed it
a feast.

What | like best about
football is it keeps people
off the water. Same with

a good rainstorm. In fact,
where | live, the best
scenario is the Seahawks
are playing and there's a
70 percent chance of rain.
Snow is not good enough.
Lots of people around here
fish in the snow, but fewer
of them wiill fish in the
rain. The only better thing
would be if the Super Bowl
coincided with Valentine's
Day and a deluge. That
would be the perfect storm.

FOR A SIGNED COPY OF FISHING
MOUNT HOOD COUNTRY, SEND
$29.99, INCLUDES SHIPPING TO:
)a@ | Gary Lewis Outdoors

PO Box 1364, Bend, OR 97709
Contact Gary Lewis at
garylewisoutdoors.com
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After what has proven to
be an epic summer and

fall fishing season, the

last of our marine salmon
fisheries are behind us.
The general trout fishery
just closed and you're still
struggling to find space in
the freezer for one more
vacuum-packed fillet. Now
what, is it time to winterize?
With the typical winter
forecast of questionable
seas, rainy and icy
weekends, it may be time
to pay little attention to
your equipment. | know
you want to fish but don't
waste your energy bagging
on the weatherman. Use
the time and energy to

get ready for next year's
adventures. Winterize the
boat, spend some time
with your gear to ensure
that your gear is in tip-top
condition, and work on your
game plan for next season.
It should be winterized
even if you're lucky enough
to use your boat during
the winter. The following
information and ramblings
will help you prepare for
warmer times to come.

10 | NWFISHING.net

It is time to cover the

boat, or if possible, store

it under a roof (garage or
carport). Snow is hard on
boat canvas and freezing
temperatures play havoc
with any moisture that may
collect in your boat. To that
note, pull the plug and or
drain anything on your
boat that holds water. Make
sure that you drain, blow
out, or add RV antifreeze
to any washdown or live
well pumps. If you store
your boat outside and are
a seasonal user you have
some work cut out for you.
Garage-stored or year-
round boaters are not off
the hook here, and have a
task or two to attend to as
well. Now is the time to get
at it.

WINTERIZE SEASI]NAIﬁ#AINTENANBE
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BY RANDY CASTELLO

Aside from cleaning the
boat and eliminating any
standing water, the number
1 most important item on
your winterization chores
list is your fuel system.
Check all fuel lines and

fuel line fittings. Replace
anything that is brittle,
cracked, or otherwise
damaged. Now is also the
time to replace or drain as
appropriate your fuel/water
separator. Water trapped in
the canister can freeze and
crack the unit. If your boat
is not equipped, it is a great
time to install one.

“SACRIFICIAL ZINC AND .
BONDING JUMPER..._

Look over your sacrificial
anodes (zincs) and where
equipped, the associated
bonding jumpers. They
should be inspected once a
year. Replace if the anode(s)
have lost half of their mass
to corrosion. Generally, you
can replace them with the
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same part number. But if in
one year, more than 50% of
the anode has been lost to
COrrosion or you are seeing
excess corrosion on the
protected equipment it is

a good idea to increase the
size of the anode or consult
someone that specializes in
boat corrosion protection.

You should add a fuel
stabilizer with each fill-up.
If you do not, make sure
you add it before long-
term storage. Add the
stabilizer and then top off
the tank. Check hydraulic
fluid levels of any steering
or power tilt/trim units. Use
your motor manufacturers’
recommended products
and do not top off or mix
the various manufacturers'
products.

Often overlooked, your
winterization routine
should include changing
the lower unit oil. There are
several reasons for doing
this before the big freeze
sets in. If there is any water
in your lower unit it can
freeze and damage the
unit. It also gives you the

MENTION THIS AD AND GET *10 FREE PLAY!

)

SMOKE'N SPIRITS

AT SHOALWATER BAY

SHOALWATER BAY

CASIND

swbcasino.com ¢ 4112 Highway 105 ¢ Tokeland, WA

Must be 21 or older. Must be a member of the Players Club. See Guest Services for details. Management reserves all rights.

opportunity to evaluate
the condition of the lower
unit. If the gear lube is
milky a seal has been
compromised. The water
can freeze and/or corrode
the internal components
which may result in major
damage. Check the lower
gear casing plug; it is
magnetic and designed to
collect metal shavings. A
few shavings are OK, but
if there is a Magic Rocks
cityscape of shavings
growing on the plug you
have some level of gear
failure brewing. It will need
to be repaired before you
put it back in service.

While we're thinking

about lower units, have
you paid attention to your
pee stream lately? No not
that one, that's a whole
different article. Check your
motor’s telltale pee stream.
If it is weak or you haven't
changed the water pump
in the last two years the
components should be
replaced.

Pull the propeller and
check the shaft for fishing
line or damage. Remember
to lay all the nuts, washers,
sleeves, or adaptors out in
the same order they came
off the shaft. Maybe even
take a picture or two. This
Mmakes reassembly much
easier. Take a look at the
propeller, if the blade edges
are showing an excessive
number of nicks/dings,
now Mmight be the time to
send it in to be rebuilt. Even
slightly damaged blades
will affect performance
and running a boat with
severely damaged blades
can lead to all kinds of
shaft/seal problems down
the road.

NOV-DEC 2024 | 11
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Using waterproof grease,
generously grease the shaft
before you reinstall the
propeller.

A thorough inspection

of your battery(s) and
electrical system is
especially important
during your winterization
process. Make sure each
battery is topped off

with distilled water then
bring it up to full charge.
A battery at full charge is
less likely to freeze; in fact,
a fully charged battery can
withstand -58 degrees
Fahrenheit before freezing.
If you find corrosion on
the terminals, remove the

A FAMILY RESORT

BOOK A 3-NIGHT STAY
& GET YOUR 4™ NIGHT

FREE!

battery from the boat and
clean it off with a mild
solution of baking soda and
water. Once everything is
clean it is also a good idea
to use one of the various
corrosion guard offerings
after reassembly. As long
as you have 12 volts on the
brain, you should also go
through the rest of your
electrical installation and
look for loose connections,
and damaged wiring.
Check all the switches and
breakers to make sure they
are working correctly.

Don't overlook your electric
trolling motors and their
electrical system.

MINI GOLF NEARBY FISHING WATERFOWL HUNTING

CONTACT US

8198 HWY 262 SE,
OTHELLO, WA 99344

509.346.2651

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY. DEAL VALID 11/1/2024-1/31/2025.
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As with the boat batteries
make sure the trolling
motor batteries are fully
charged. Pull the prop and
remove any fishing line,
hair-ties, balloon ribbons,
and weeds that may have
set up shop. Check the
drive pin for damage and
make sure that you have

a spare onboard. Check all
the mounting bolts and
tighten them as required.
Clean and lubricate

per the manufacturer’s
requirement. Check all your
electrical connections and
pull the batteries from any
remote controls.

SCAN ME

l-l':-,_r

MARDON RESORT COM E T
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Give your trailer the once
over: Check the trailer
lights and trailer brake
fluid levels. Also, check
the tire pressure on all the
tires including the spare. If
you can, protect the tires
from the sun. Assure that
all bunks and or rollers are
in good condition. Check
your safety chain, winch
strap, or cable and tie down
straps and replace them

if they are questionable.
Check your lights and if
they need replacement
consider replacing with

the waterproof LED lights.
Initially, they are more
costly but with increased
reliability, they will pay for
themselves in no time. As
an added safety benefit
the LEDs are much brighter
than the standard 12-volt
incandescent lights. Now is
also a good time to check
your trailer bearings. If they
are oil bath hubs check the
fluid level and condition

of the ail. If it is low, milky
or appears to be foamy
replace as required. If you're
running standard grease-
packed hubs it would be a
good time to repack them,
better safe than sorry.

With the boat drained, fuel
systems in good condition,
all your hydraulic systems
topped off, gear oil serviced,
the electric trolling motor
in tip-top shape, all things
electrical are functioning

as expected and the trailer
serviceable there is one last
thing to do. Unless your
baby is stored in a heated
garage raise the bow so

all rainwater or snow melt
drains out of the boat. Tilt
the lower unit down so
water will not collect in

the lower unit, freeze, and
damage the motor.

I know, all your rods are
piled up safe and sound in
the corner of the garage
and everything worked
fine the last few outings.
Do you have nothing to
worry about? Yes, now is
the time to ensure all your
gear is in good condition.
Come along spring you
don’t want to lose the fish
of a lifetime because your
favorite reel has a case of
the herkie-jerkies. Although
with most reels it is easy
enough to replace the
drag washers, sometimes
getting the replacement
parts can be a challenge.

| am a Shimano guy but

| have to say they can be
very slow in supporting part
orders. There are a number
of websites offering online
reel parts but sometimes

their stock is limited or on
backorder. Now is the time
to order parts, a delay in
getting parts should have
minimal impact on gear
used next season.

When you disassemble
your reels use Simple Green
to thoroughly clean the reel
components. Rinse and
then dry the parts using
the low setting on a blow-
drier before reassembly.
Once the parts are clean
inspect everything, look for
unusual wear, and replace
anything suspect. Use

the advanced synthetic
lubricants and reel grease
sparingly during the
reassembly process. If you
are running mono, replace
it with new line. Take your
reels to a high-volume
tackle store like Holiday
Sports in Burlington and
have them bulk-fill your
reels. Their line should be
fresher and they will recycle
your old line.

Also, give all your rods the
once over. Make a point to
verify that each line guide
is not cracked or worn.

You can use a cotton swab
and swirl around in each
guide. If the guide catches
any cotton fibers the guide
needs to be replaced. Years
ago, | lost a bragging rights
fish to a cracked guide
insert.

NOV-DEC 2024 |13



Make sure you check the
reel seat and ferrules and
then clean as required.

Whether or not you fish
year-round, winter weather
will leave you with a few
idle days. Don't let them

go to waste. Assuming that
you have already taken care
of your winter maintenance
routine, now is a great time
to develop your game plan
going forward.

In the salt, there will be

a few winter salmon,
flounder, and inshore
opportunities. If you don't
fish for kokanee maybe

it is time to learn to catch
them. They offer a year-
round opportunity to drag

gear through the water,
they are very tasty and
offer great sport on light
gear. Where many of the
east side winter kokanee
fisheries tend to hold up
through the winter months,
the west side kokanee
lakes are a different story.
A few are year-round lakes
but most of those become
a challenge during the
winter. East or west my
recommendation is that
you choose a Kokanee
lake close to your home,
somewhere where you can
fish both on the weekend
and as your schedule
permits during the week.
Don't fret about the size

of the fish or even the

NOW Booxm‘é

numbers; this will be your
therapy lake.

A bit of work but your boat
is now winterized. Your gear
and equipment are dialed
in and you have a “plan”.
Hopefully, next season will
be free from equipment
issues, and if you do fish
through the winter, may an
occasional meal find its way
into your cooler.

"R CAST & BLAST COMBO TRIPS.
% ON NON-GUIDED HUNTS! CALL FOR DETAILS.

CENTRAL WA'S PREMIER GUIDE SERV!

509.750.7763

ROSSOUTDOORADVENTURES.COM
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OH, ELUSIVE AND
MAJESTIC STEELHEAD!

One of Washington's most
regulated fish is about to
get its first opening in over
a decade on the Methow
River and portions of the
Upper Columbia River.
This is an unexpected
announcement and one
that will have excited
anglers planning for the
upcoming winter season.

Starting October 16th,
2024, you will have the
opportunity to fish
Steelhead on the Methow
from the mouth to county
road 1535 Burma Bridge
Road. On the Columbia
River, from the Beebe
Bridge on Highway 97 to
the Highway 173 Bridge

at Brewster. If you don’t
have bank access or a boat,
reach out to a seasoned
professional like Upper
Columbia Guide Service for
the experience of a lifetime.

If you're a fan of the fly-
fishing experience try
North Cascades Fly fishing,
the longest-standing

fly guide in the Methow
Valley. Anglers of any age
or experience are welcome
to reserve their experience
for floating, wading, and
instructional experiences.
There are several affordable
riverfront accommodations
on the Methow and the
Upper Columbia River.
Highly rated Columbia
Riverside Lodge and Lazy-
Daze-Retreats work closely

FISHING

with local guides and have
private dock access to the
river.

Anglers can keep 2
hatchery Steelhead or
Coho per day, identified

by the clipped adipose

fin. Steelhead minimum
size is 20 inches, and Coho
minimum is 12 inches.

Wild Steelhead are to be
released immediately.
Selective gear rules and
night closures are in effect.
WAC 220-300-160(27)
“Selective gear rules”
means terminal fishing
gear is limited to artificial
flies with single-point
barbless hooks or lures with
single-point barbless hooks.
Bait is prohibited.

NOV-DEC 2024 | 15



Fishing from a floating
device is prohibited from
the second powerline
crossing, one mile
upstream from the first
Highway 153 bridge.

Wild steelhead were
listed endangered in 1997
under the Endangered
Species Act and have been
considered threatened
since 2009, meaning that
traditional recreational
fishing is only allowed
when there is an excess
of returning hatchery
Steelhead. Approximately
7,601 adults were counted
over Priest Rapids Dam in

BOOK YOUR

ADVENTURE |
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2023, and thus far in 2024,
an estimated 9,336 adult
fish have been counted.
WDFW will continue to
monitor the steelhead
returns to determine if
additional regions can be
opened.

Steelhead populations in
the Columbia River system
have faced numerous
challenges including
habitat loss, dams, and

changing ocean conditions.

In response, local state
and federal agencies,
along with indigenous
tribes and conservation
groups have worked

tirelessly to implement
recovery plans. These
efforts include habitat
restoration, fish passage
improvements at dams,
and reducing bycatch

in other fisheries. This
historic decision to reopen
Steelhead fishing was
made in consultation with
NOAA fisheries to ensure
wild steelhead populations
remain protected while
allowing recreational
fishing for hatchery
steelhead. For anglers, this
IS a moment to celebrate
and continue advocating
for the protection of this
remarkable species.

COME DO IDAHO

THE RIGHT WAY!

KILLGORE
ADVENTURES

13309 HWY 95 White Bird, ID 83554
208.839.2255 e KillgoreAdventures.com
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CHASING THE ELUﬁVE

A GUIDE TO ICE FISHIN
BY ERIC MAGNUSON

As winter tightens its icy
grip on the local northern
lakes, a dedicated group
of anglers emerges from
their homes, braving frigid
temperatures and frozen
waters. Their prize? The
elusive and quite often
underrated burbot. This
curious freshwater species,
often referred to as “poor
man's lobster”, is highly
prized for its delicate,
white meat, and is a
staple winter pursuit for
many ice anglers. While
ice fishing for burbot can
be challenging, it is also
incredibly rewarding. With
their bottom-dwelling
tendencies and nocturnal
habits, catching burbot
requires specialized
techniques and a solid
understanding of their

Burbot (LotalLota) is a

R g

behavior. In this article,
we will explore the best

strategies, gear, and tactics

to help land this slippery
catch beneath the ice.

.

unique species, the only
member of the cod family
found in freshwater. They
are typically found in cold,
deep lakes and rivers
across North America.
During the winter months,
burbot are active as they
prepare for their spawning
season, making them a
prime target for ice fishing.
Burbot are known for their
nocturnal behavior, being
mostly active during the
late evening and early
morning hours.

uuuuu

G TECHNIQUES

They prefer to linger near
the bottom of lakes, often
inhabiting rocky shorelines,
deep basins, and steep
drop-offs. Understanding
these habits is crucial to
developing an effective ice-

' fishing strategy.

One key element to burbot
fishing is their winter
spawning season, which
typically occurs from mid-
January to early March.
During this time, burbot
move into shallow waters,
congregating in large
numbers over sandy, or
gravelly bottoms chasing
crawdads. This makes them
a little easier to catch and
increases the chances of
being successful.
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Ice fishing for burbot
requires the right gear and
equipment. While basic
ice fishing gear will suffice,
certain adjustments and
tools can improve your
chances of success. Let's
take a closer look at what
you will need.

1. RODS & REELS.

When targeting burbot,

a sturdy medium-heavy

ice rod paired with a reel
capable of handling heavy
fish is recommended. Since
burbot are bottom dwellers
and tend to put up a strong
fight once hooked, a rod
with good sensitivity and
backbone is crucial. A rod

in the 28-36 inches in range
is ideal, allowing enough

flexibility to feel them pick .

the bait up, but enough
strength to handle a large
fish.

2. LINE.

Braided line is preferred
by many burbot anglers
due to its strength and
low stretch, which is useful
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for detecting subtle bites
on the bottom. A 10-15lb
line is plenty, but braid
will freeze in the cold as
it absorbs water. Some
anglers opt for a lighter line
in a clearwater situation,
to minimize visibility. Like
braids, fluorocarbon has
low stretch, helping with
hooksets in deep water.

3. JIGS AND LURES.
Burbot are opportunistic
feeders, and their diet
consists mainly of smaller
fish, invertebrates, and of
course, crawfish. Therefore,
using a variety of baited
jigs and spoons is a proven
strategy. Glow-in-the-

dark lures are especially
effective, as burbot are
often most active in low-
light conditions.

GLOW JIGS & SPOONS: These

lures provide maximum
visibility in the dark, deep
waters where burbot often
reside. Tip them with cut

bait, or a curly tail grub, and

pound the bottom.

BUCKTAIL JIGS: Heavy
Bucktail jigs, especially
those with glow can mimic
small baitfish, drawing the
burbot's attention. Or the
material of the jig holding a
scent longer if used.

BLADE BAITS: These
produce vibrations that
catch the attention of the
burbot in deeper water
where sound travels more
effectively, typically tipped
with cut bait.

MACK’S LURE, SONIC
BAITFISH: My favorite
burbot lure is the Sonic
Baitfish fromm Mack's Lures.
Glow finish tipped with
my favorite cut bait is
dynamite. The lure itself is
so versatile in shallow and
deep water.

BAIT:

- While artificial lures

are useful, tipping your
presentation with natural
bait is essential for burbot
fishing. Cutbait such as
store-bought smelt, or
herring work, | recommend
using fresh cut bait from
the body of water with
your fishing if state law
approves. In the lakes we
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LAUGHING DOG

BREWING

LAUGHINGDOGBREWING.COM

fish, we use many baits
from the lakes themselves
such as chubs, bluegill,
crawfish, etc. The natural
scent of the bait and the
appeal of your jig will help
entice burbot lurking on

the bottom. \

~ BUR =
ROCKY STRUCTURE: Burbot__

love rocky bottoms,
especially areas with
boulders surrounded by
large areas of cobblestone-
sized rocks. This is where
they are constantly feeding
and chasing the crawdads.

DEEP BASINS & DEEP DROP-
OFFS: These fish often
patrol deep basins and
steep underwater drop-
offs, looking for food. Check
your depth maps and focus
on areas where the depth
changes rapidly near the
rocky flats.

MOUTHS OF RIVERS &
STREAMS: Burbot are often
found at the mouths of
rivers or inlets, such as
streams or creeks that
dump into many lakes. This
is where they can hunt
small fish moving in and
out of the main system,
with a flow of fresh cool
water to lay in.

Drilling muiltiple holes in
different locations, along
the structure, to drop-offs. |
like to start deep during the

day and drill holes shallower
as the day begins to fade
away. As it gets dark, the
burbot tends to follow the
crawfish to shallow waters.
Using a sonar or flasher

will help you detect burbot
holding on the bottom and
adjust your presentation
accordingly.

1. DEAD STICKING

One of the most effective
ways to catch burbot is
dead sticking. This involves
dropping a baited spoon

or jig to the bottom, giving
it minimal movement, and
letting it sit still. Burbot
being scavengers are
attracted to the scent

of bait and will often

bite without hesitation.
Periodically lift the rod tip
to create small movements
to trigger a bite. Dead
sticking is great for the
lakes that allow a two-pole
endorsement, as you can
get the best of both worlds.

NOV-DEC 2024 | 19


https://laughingdogbrewing.com/

2. ACTIVE JIGGING same regs. Practicing Whether you're dead

While dead sticking works catch and release on the sticking with a baited hook,
well, actively jigging a two-  larger, breeding fish can actively jigging at night, or
pole endorsement does just help sustainable fishery for setting a minefield of tip-

as well. future generations. ups over a rock flat, chasing

burbot under the ice can
be an exciting and fulfilling
adventure this winter.

Ice fishing for burbot
may not be as popular or

When targeting burbotjit's glamorous as chasing other

important to understand winter species like lake So grab your gear, bundle
and practice ethical trout, pike, walleye, or big up, and head out to the
fishing and conservation trout, but it offers a unique  frozen lakes in pursuit of
techniques. While burbot and rewarding challenge. these bottom-dwelling
populations are generally By un(;lerstanding the predators. You mayjt.,lst.find
healthy, overfishing during behavior and patterns of yourself hooked on fishing
the spawning season can thesg nocturnal fish, using for the “poor man's lobster.”
harm local populations. the right gear, and applying
Check your regs for and proven techniques, you can
rules or regs on the lakes increase your chance for

success.

you're planning on fishing,
most local lakes have the

; ‘v

co Ho ~ ADVERTISING AGENCY
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CHOOSE US
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We Know Fishing! VIDEO CREATION
509 251 7170
cohomediagroup.com

12904 E Nora Ave UNIT B,
Spokane Valley, WA 99216
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Follow the rules, keep your meat

To prevent the spread of chronic wasting
disease, only the following is allowed to be
imported into Washington from harvested
deer, elk, moose and caribou:

., * Meat that has been deboned WherﬁW%ﬂ%v

harvested; (e
§ku|ls and antlers, antlers attached to the 4
~skull plate, or upper canine teeth (buglers, i3

ki whistlers, ivories) from which all soft tissue
- has been removed, including velvet on the
antlers;
» Hides or capes without heads attached,;
« Tissue imported for use by a diagnostic or
research laboratory;
« And finished taxidermy mounts.

& Lo

Learn more about how Washington
is fighting the spread of CWD:
wdfw.wa.gov/cwd

Request this information in an alternative format or language at

wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/ requests-accommodation, 833-885-1012, Washington Department of
TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov. FISH&WILDLIFE
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Boats are in my blood.
From my early years as a
young man, | have always
had some type of floating
vessel with which to explore
(for me) uncharted waters.
The curiosity of what lies
around the next bend

was as important as the
fish that | was pursuing.
Thankfully that curiosity
has not diminished with
the passing of the years.
And now, in my third year
living in Montana, the flame
burns as bright as when |
was younger.

To pursue my passion
properly, years ago | realized
that a one-boat family
would just not cut it. My
fleet gradually grew, one
boat for saltwater and lake
fishing, one boat for rivers,
and one pontoon boat

for peaceful floats. The
diversity of boats allowed
me to explore many of
Washington's lakes, rivers,
and saltwater fisheries. |
was (and am) truly blessed.
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The Missouri River by Ulm
is a slow-moving, deeper
version of itself. A couple
dozen miles upstream the
trout fishing is renowned,
and a day of catch and
release for trout is generally
the norm. But here the river
slows, with deeper pockets
that attract a more varied
selection of finned pursuits
to target. As the trout
populations drop off, the
warm water fish make their
appearance. This is the river
of pike, walleye, sturgeon,
and catfish. To search out
these noble warm water
fish requires a different
strategy. Drift boats are
great for the Craig area
trout, but from Cascade,
downstream to Loma, and
onward to the Missouri
Breaks requires a boat that
can safely navigate shallow
runs, rocks, and sunken
logs. A jet boat is the
preferred vessel of choice.

| had given my first jet boat,
a 15-foot Klamath, to my
son Matt several years ago.

It was a boat that saw
much use on the Cowlitz,
Skykomish, and Satsop
Rivers of Washington
where | targeted coho and
steelhead. | loved skimming
over the shallow runs,
dodging rocks and log
snags, and learning how
to use the lack of a prop to
my advantage as | “Tokyo
Drifted” my way through
narrow passages. More fun
could not be had!

Back on the Missouri, Matt
and | were fishing for pike,
and | had just caught a

nice 26" specimen. Don't
get me wrong, | enjoy fly-
fishing for trout, but having
a pike slam your lure in
mid-retrieve has its place

in my heart as well. While
admiring my fish, Matt
casually mentioned that he
and his wife were looking to
buy a house in Helena, and
of course, would no longer
need to store the boat with
us in Great Falls - meaning
— no more jet boat for me to
use whenever | felt like it.
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Later that night, lying in
bed, | turned to my wife,
JoAnn, and tentatively
began a line of probing
conversation.

“I sure had fun fishing

with Matt today - fishing
the Missouri with his boat
opens up so much water
close by to explore”. “You
know”, | continued, “when
they find a house he'll be
taking his boat. | won’t be
able to fish the river around
here.”

“What are you saying?”, she
asked. After thirty-five years
of marriage, | knew that she
knew exactly what | was
saying. | plunged forward.

“I could sure use a jet boat
to fish around here. The
Thunderjet is a prop boat
and too big, and my raft
Is not the right boat for
this part of the river. These
waters need a riverboat.”

| watched for her reaction,
and she responded,

“Well, | think you should get
one then.”

What can | say? I'm a very
lucky man! We had some
money set aside and |
immediately began my
quest for a new boat. | had
the criteria firmly in my
head - river boat, capable of
being handled by an aging
angler. All that remained
was working out the
specifics.

LEWISTON, ID | HCGRANDHOTEL.COM

-2 onsite restaurants + bars
-On-site entertainment
-Indoor/outdoor pool, gym

-Store fish in our cooler
-Free hot breakfast
-Expansive free parking

Celebrating Our 18th Year

Updated website with new products

The very finest attracting dodgers and matching lures for

KOKANEE — TROUT
LANDLOCKED SALMON

Ultralight tackle for your success includes 3 styles of attracting dodgers

Matching lures: NEW Kokanee Krill, Beaded Spinners, Super Squids, Spin Bugs
Only the finest fluorescent (“UV”’) materials used. Tandem Gamakatsu hooks.

FISH WITH GARY TACKLE CO.

La Pine, Oregon

www.fishwithgary.com 541.536.1002

Home of Kokanee University

With a solid green light
from the only person that
matters, | turned to today’s
version of the want ads,
Craig’s List and Facebook
Market Place. | started my
search criteria with a boat
14-18 feet long, made for
the river, and a jet motor.
My budget allowed me

to consider solid boats

that were ready to be re-
motored. Bonuses would
include a bow-mounted
electric trolling motor and a
fish finder. A double bonus
would be something with
oars that | could also use

to back down slow drifts
when the opportunity
presented itself.
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SCAN TO VIEW VJR CALL 425.345.6232

My list grew to around
forty potential boats. | then
paired my list with twenty
or so of the best boats

for my needs. A planned
trip to Spokane allowed
JoAnn and | to check out
a few boats along the
way, including test drives.

| quickly figured out that
14 feet would be too small,
and 18 feet, while a great
size for 3-4 anglers, would
be too much for me to
handle on my own as | get
older. | needed something
light enough that | could
easily move it around and
retrieve it on solo trips.
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That left 16-feet as the
sweet spot.

When we arrived in
Spokane, we went to
check out The Elephant
Boys' selection of boats.
They have an excellent
assortment of boats on the
premises to compare. The
18-foot Roughneck would
be the perfect boat for me
—ten years ago. Keeping

in Mmind that a 66-year-

old with his seventies
loaming ever closer needed
something lighter, my eyes
fell on the Lowe lineup of
jon boats.

For those of you not
familiar with a jon boat,
these fishing and hunting
machines are designed
for shallow and backwater
travel. Anglers and duck
hunters have used jon
boats since the late 19th
century, first originating
in the Ozarks, where they
were ideal for navigating
the shallow waters of the
Missouri Valley. With a flat
bottom, a jon boat isn't
something you'd want to
take on big water, but for
smaller lakes and rivers
they are ideal. Perfect for
fishing on the Missouri
River around Great Falls.

Jon boats can run from
bare-bone set-ups with
tiller steering to side or
center counsels. They can
have floors, or not.
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Storage - or not. In fact,

a quick YouTube search
revealed dozens of boaters
had DIY videos on how

to customize a basic jon
boat into a tricked-out
fishing machine. Finally,
because jon boats have
fewer “amenities” and
lighter gauged hulls, they
are easier to trail and move
around. Heck, even a future
seventy-year-old can launch
and retrieve one!

“Finding what you're
looking for?" A friendly
voice greeted me as | stared
intently at a 16-foot jon boat
with side counsel. “I'm Ed,
can | answer any questions
for you?” It turned out that
| was being helped by the
owner of Elephant Boys, Ed
Conley. “Well, yes, you can’,
| replied. | explained just
what | was looking for and
how | planned to use it. |
noted that as nice as those
Roughnecks were, they
were just a bit more boat
than | felt | could manage
in the years to come. “My
friends Mr. Ibuprofen and
Mr. Tylenol are telling me to
go lighter”, | joked.
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“These jon boats are great
for what you are looking
for and will handle the river
Jjust fine. And | know what
you mean about the aches
of older age.” Ed laughed.
"Another plus is they are

at a good price point. Let
me build out a boat for you
and see what we can do."

| had a solid idea of what |
was looking so the “build-
out” process was quick and
easy. Ed took the list and
went back to his desk to
add everything up. A short
time later he returned.
“Here you go,” he said. “This
boat will be great for what
you are looking for!" | was
pleased to see the final
cost landed well under my
budget.

A handshake and deposit
later, my boat began
having all the components
installed there in The
Elephant Boys shop. A
week later JoAnn and

| returned and took
possession of our new boat.
Tyler, one of the service
techs, gave us a walk-
around and went over all

the features, including the
break-in schedule of the
35 HP Mercury jet. After
grabbing some boating
extras from the showroom,
we were back on the road
to Great Falls, new boat in
tow.

The following week we put
the boat in for some light-
hearted fishing and scenery
viewing. A short ten-minute
drive to the Missouri River
boat launch in Great Falls
and JoAnn, myself, and our
two dogs were enjoying a
beautiful fall day with no
other boats around us.

Finding a nice stretch of
6-10 foot deep water in
slow current | lowered the
Minn Kota and put us in
anchor lock while baiting
up the rods. Anchor lock is
an awesome feature that
keeps the boat in position,
and it works in a river

just fine! Game Changer
Number One for fishing
solo.

Dropping the bottom
bouncers back about 30
feet | felt contact with

the bottom. Into the rod
holders they went, and we
waited in anticipation for
our first fish — which took
just minutes as the port rod
doubled back with a vicious
hit. Reeling in a small pike,
the boat was officially
christened.

With the long straight
stretch we were on, | hit
the directional lock button,
and the trolling motor
kept us on a straight and
steady course. No more
fishtailing back and forth
or oversteering, and again,
hands-free boat operation
made for a relaxing ride.
Game Changer Number
Two — direction lock.

The layout of the Lowe
gives us plenty of room

to stretch out. Even with
two dogs moving around,
barking at deer on the
riverbank, the boat was
solid and stable for both
trolling and casting.
Returning to the launch on
a smooth plane, | looked
over the side at 6 to 12-inch
deep water; 27 mph was
plenty fast for this guy!

Whether it's your first

boat or your last, it's so
important to know what
you want to use it for and
find the boat that does
that job well. For us, this
jon boat is going to offer
many relaxing days in the
years ahead fishing in our
backyard. It was well worth
the drive from Great Falls
to Spokane to check out
The Elephant Boys' boat
selection. Thanks to Ed and
the gang for a great buying
experience on what will be
the last ride | buy.
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What's in the Get Outdoors Package?

Freshwater license Cougar license & tag
Saltwater license Bear license & tag

Shellfish & seaweed license - Small game license

Two-pole endorsement Migratory bird authorization**
Puget Sound Dungeness Migratory bird permit

crab endorsement Turkey tag 1

Deer license & tag* Turkey tag 2

Elk license & tag* Vehicle access pass

*Deer and Elk tags require a weapon type selection and may be obtained at the time of purchase or at a later date.
**Sea Duck, Brant, Band Tailed Pigeon, Snow Goose, and SW Canada Goose Harvest Report Cards
will not be available until April. A fifty cent dealer fee will be charged per report card.

What's the catch?
You just need to get outdoors.

#GO

Washington Department of

FISH&WILDLIFE
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FISHING

BY MIRE CAREY

For salmon anglers in

the Pacific Northwest,
November heralds the final
transition from targeting
open saltwater to focusing
on tidewaters and rivers.
Yes, there are some
saltwater opportunities

(for example, blackmouth,
when open), but the vast
majority of anglers have
put away their boats and
are pursuing salmon in the
rivers. That said, there are
some prime opportunities
to target and catch salmon
out of your fishing boats, so
don't button them up just
yet!

One of my favorite
fisheries out of my boat in
November has to be the
Hoodsport chum fishery.
The fight of a 10-15 pound
chum ranks up there as
one of the hardest fighting
salmon you can catch.
Taking on a chum with
steelhead gear will give you

all the battle you could ask
for as these brutes slash
and pull with every ounce
of energy they have. One
look at their fighting canine
teeth and you'll know this
is a fish that is serious,

very serious, about its
reproducing goal.

All up and down Hood
Canal you'll find chum

as they work their way
toward their spawning
grounds. The state hatchery
at Hoodsport and three
miles south of there at
Potlatch (a smaller, Native
American hatchery) are
the destination for many
of these chum as they
work their way down Hood
Canal.

| have caught fish in both
locations, and each spot
has reason to recommend
it. Potlatch, being smaller,
has limited shore angling
and parking, which is

roadside only. That said,
there are also fewer
anglers there. Hoodsport,
meanwhile, is the Fishing
Mecca that chum anglers
are drawn to. Fishing right
out in front of the hatchery
and watching hundreds
of fish jockey for position
as the tide sweeps them
into the small feeder creek
leading to the hatchery is
truly a sight to behold.

Of course, along with the
fish comes combat fishing
in all its glory. As the tide
comes in and fishing space
decreases getting to know
your neighbor takes on a
whole new meaning.

If you're a fortunate one
you'll be fishing out of a
boat — or some type of
floating device. The waters
around Hoodsport are open
and the wind can come up
and blow hard, plus fast
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running tides can make it a
challenge to get an anchor
to set. Be sure to bring an
anchor with some bite, and
terminal chain so you'll stick
in the rocky bottom. I've
seen anglers fishing out

of all manner of floating
devices on calm days,
including single person
pontoons and float tubes.
Be sure to have your life
jackets on and just don't
venture too far off shore.

If you are feeling anxious
that’s your inner voice
telling you a fish isn't worth
your life — pay attention to
it!

For boaters, the launch

is two miles south

of Hoodsport at the
Skokomish Park at Potlatch.
The launch has two
concrete lanes which are in
varying state of repair (read
that as back down with
caution!). There is ample
parking, and a restroom.
Once launched it's a quick
run to either terminal
hatchery, faster to the small
Potlatch facility.

When you arrive, survey
the already anchor boats,
taking into account the
amount of anchor line you'll
need to get a solid grip on
the bottom, as well as the
shore anglers. Anchoring
too close to the shore
bound anglers will earn
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you a steady rain of lures

and weights at your boat.
Stay outside their casting
zone - you'll have plenty

of water to work over and

opportunities to catch fish

the shore anglers don't
have.

As to the type of gear

you should bring... you're

going to enjoy a variety
of methods to catch
these Hoodsport chum.
Like chum everywhere,
chartreuse and green
are always great colors to
choose. Pink or cerise is
also good color choices.
For rod/reel setups | use
my steelhead gear, both
spinning reels and casting

will get the job done. | like
an 8 ¥4 foot medium action
rod. Line should be strong
enough to turn these

big brutes so as to avoid
massive tangle ups with
your fellow anglers. | like
18-20 pound test. Chums
are not leader shy in my
experience so keep things
hefty.

What technique you use
is up to you but here are a
few tried and true methods:

Floats and jigs, or floats
and corkies with yarn can
be deadly.

A Vi or 3/8-ounce pink,
black or purple marabou
jig fished under a float is
deadly.

The Northwest's Premier Outfitter offering
guided fishing trips in Idaho, Washington

and Oregon.

rle@ Jones Sport Fishing
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Tipped with a piece of
shrimp meat or coon
shrimp tail is even better.
The yarn is a nice trick as

it helps by getting caught
up in the chums teeth,
allow you to drive the hook
home. Other bait you can
put under a float includes
the ever popular anchovy or
herring, whole or plug cut.

Think of the tide as the river
current. Set your depth for
the lure so it's running a
foot or so off the bottom.
Vary the depth if you aren't
getting bites. These fish

will hit suspended jigs.

Cast “upstream”, i.e. up into
the tide, and let your gear
drift down with the tide to

the end of the “drift". If the
coast is clear, free spool
your line, keeping the float
straight up and down to
extend the drift. When the
float goes under set the
hook and be ready to do
battle!

Twitching jigs — ditch the
float and cast the jig on

its own. Another effective
technique, but be prepared
for a lot of foul-hooked
chum. Dragging a chum in
by the tail is not fun, nor is
it sporting to be snagging
fish. If you find yourself
foul hooking too many
fish move on to a different
method

SPECIAL OFFER ON THE LINE

Membership required.
Restrictions apply.
Insured by NCUA.

Casting spinners. Again,
it's a solid technique to

try if the action is slow. |
personally would remove
the treble hook and use

a single si-wash hook. A
number 3 or 4 blade fished
with a slow retrieve is just
the ticket.

Corkie, yarn, and slinky:. |
personally have caught a lot
of fish using this method
and seldom snag fish.
Again, think of the tide as a
river. Cast out and let your
gear drift. You'll know you
have a bite because your
rod will be about ripped out
of your hands.

| use a 3-4 foot leader
length.

" "?:‘:;,:‘ Gt

Join BECU and meet the

BIEIC|U

offer requirements now and
you could reel in a great
catch. Scan the code to learn
about this rewarding offer

This QR code should lead you to
https://www.becu.org/-/media/Files/
PDF/Join-Flyer_NW-Fishing. If the
code leads you to another site, avoid
entering your information and report
the incident to BECU.
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Regarding the above
technique, I'm sure I'm
going to get comments
about flossing — | personally
think it's a bunch of
malarkey. Why do | say
that? Because | remember
a day years ago fishing
Hoodsport when the chum
were in thick, jumping all
around us, swimming by in
schools of 10-20 fish. | had
my corkie/yarn/slinky set up
going, casting, retrieving,
and not getting a bump
for a good hour. Suddenly,
the bite magically turned
on and my gear started
getting bit. In came fish
after fish, hooked in the
jaw.

‘//

WORK SHARP

&H A RPENERS

Explain to me how one can
have a steady procession

of fish go by with mouths
open for a good hour and
not “floss” one fish, then
suddenly start catching
one jaw hooked fish after
another? And trust me
when | say this, those hook-
ups were solid strikes,

not to be mistaken with

a snagging sensation.
Anyway, the flossing debate
is one we anglers love to
engage in every year and
likely will do so as long as
we fish corkies.

The fly fishermen do quite
well at Hoodsport as well,
fishing sinking tips and flies
of various styles and colors.

I'm not a fly guy but it sure
does look like fun. Maybe
my next trip I'll give it a try.

Before you set out, be sure
to check the Hoodsport
netting line at 360-877-
5222. Typically the nets

go in on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, but this is

not set in stone. There's
nothing worse than driving
a hundred miles only to
find nets spread in every
direction. So save yourself
that aggravation before you
set out.

Fishing for hard fighting
chum is a blast. Get in on
the action this November!

THE KNIFE SHARPENING COMPANY

a7

&V

SCAN TO WATCH
THE VIDEO [ »
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KNIFE & TOOL
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Experience shaving sharp edges
on all your knives. The KNIFE &
TOOL SHARPENER Mk.2 is easy to
use and delivers best-in-class
sharpening for all knives and
edged tools. Sharper than the
day you bought them.

;;;;;;;;;;

Learn more at:

HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/D614F5FT
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Available early-mid December
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This is not a fishing story,
but it's still pretty cool (if
you're into pheasants).

| got to spend three
wonderful days of pheasant
hunting with my son
Matthew in the beautiful
Montana outdoors, outside
of Great Falls. We hunted
on both public land and
private farmland. The long
weekend (Sat, Sun, Mon)
had a mix of so-so weather
to glorious weather, long
and short hikes, a two-
hour ordeal of Matt's car
being stuck in the mud,
and hunting ranging from
seeing no pheasant to
Matt's Brittany, Murphy
flushing a dozen in one
location. Besides getting to
spend a lot of time with my
son (the best part by far)
this trip also featured my
first ever pheasant!
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MY FIRST

Our weekend started

off with a trap shooting
season on Friday to warm
up. I shot well and felt
confident for the hunts to
come. I'm learning that trap
shooting is NOT the same
as shooting at a live, flushed
bird. But even so, it was a
good start to the weekend.
Saturday morning dawned
damp and cold. | was very
grateful for my GH Unders
base layer. They kept me
warm in the morning and
cool later in the day hiking.
We hunted private land
with one of Matt's friends.
Our guide for the morning
was twelve-year-old Kale.

| have to say, in Montana
kids sure seem to be
mature for their age, with

a level of responsibility and
confidence you don't often
see in kids on the West
Coast.

Kale was a great guide for
us. We covered various
locations on their farm/
ranch and | got to see
Murphy in action. He's

still quite young, seven
months, and is learning
each trip. Even so, it was
cool to watch him working
prime holding spots and
then seeing him get “birdy”
and flush out pheasant.
We had several hens and
roosters flush but were
unable to hit any. None the
less, it was a good start

to the weekend, giving us
confidence we'd bag some
birds this trip. After hunting
in the morning with Kale
we headed over to the
Freezeout Lake hunting
area and worked a large
field. Murphy flushed out
one rooster which was a
bit of a long shot, and we
weren't able to bring him
down.
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High point of the day -
Murphy getting down on
all fours, on his belly, totally
stopped and looking at

something in the brush. Me

being a beginner | started
walking toward Murphy
telling him to keep moving
when suddenly a rooster
flushed up right in front of
me! How | missed that bird
I'll never know. Oh, that’s
right, I'm a beginner, only
my second trip hunting
pheasants.

The next day, the morning
and early afternoon

was spent watching the
Seahawks football game.
After that we drove to a
nearby public land and
hunted a very nice-looking
stretch of land that Matt
had success at earlier

in the year, including a

not so good flushing of

a porcupine which poor
Murphy had ended up at
the vet to deal with quill
removal. No porcupine this
afternoon, nor pheasants.
We were down to one last
day to get our birds...

Monday morning. Rain
during the night and the
field roads were a bit

muddier than we expected.

Driving early and in the
dark, we headed down a
dirt road that was in reality
a mud road. Much to our
dismay we were stuck.
Fortunately, there is always

AAA, even in the Montana
fields. In no time at all the
tow truck came and pulled
us out. The driver was
amused and I'm sure he
spotted us for non-natives.
He did earn a nice tip for
his efforts and off we went
to check out another (non-
muddy) location.

The farm we got to hunt
had the best pheasant
holding terrain | had ever
seen with my neophyte
eyes. A berm, 30 feet wide,
15 feet to the bottom,
with marshy center and
cattails providing thick
cover looked to be ideal.
Matt and | walked on
opposite sides looking
down as Murphy got right
into the cover. We'd see
him jump occasionally,
cattails rustling. Then

he'd be on the edges with
that “birdy” look and sure
enough, a hen or rooster
would flush. We repeated
this at least five times
walking the quarter mile
of this berm and missed
five roosters. Now | could
blame Murphy's youth as
several of those roosters
got flushed far from us. |
know Murphy will become
more disciplined and not
range so far ahead of us.

| also know we will shoot
better next time. I'll admit,
we were frustrated after
missing all those flushed

(‘* MOGN
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CENTRAL WA
GOOSE HUNTS

CMlé JO|};| us ON ‘
GUIDED TRIP IN

CENTRAL WASHINGTON

BOOK NOW AT NORTHFLIGHTWATERFOWL.COM

BE1[E] OR CONTACT US AT

509.860.2539
MOON'S GUIDE SERVICE
2018 BOND RD, MOSES LAKE
WA 98837

birds. We decided to
explore some other spots
and give the location a rest,
and return later. We drove
around, avoiding muddy
roads and a repeat of the
morning’s folly. One last
effort at Freezeout Lake
with no success and it was
back to our private farm
location to try the marshy
berms again.

This time Murph was
noticeably more tired and
moving slower and steadly.
Or maybe he was just
gaining experience as were
Matt and me. Before we
even had a chance to start

a rooster flushed in front of
us. Darn! NOV-DEC 2024 | 33
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The bird flushed on its
own and farther down
the berm. We continued,
trying to keep ahead of

the now (tired) Murphy.
Reaching the end of the
property, we turned around
and headed back. Another
rooster flushed up as we
worked our way back and
once again our aim was not
good. | will be the first to
admit, this hunting stuff is
addicting - and challenging.
It's like fly fishing and trying
to land your fly in a specific
spot. It takes practice. The
fact is, there are all kinds of
parallels between hunting
and fishing, including many
of the standard fishing
clichés we all know and
love. “can’t catch em if

your line isn't in the water”
translates to “can’t shot
them if you aren’t hunting
em”. | also couldn’t help but
notice the “feast or famine”
aspect. Some fields we'd
get nothing, others a few,
and this spot — wow, lots of
action!

The sun was getting lowetr,
and it was time to go.
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One last stretch of about

a hundred yards of marsh
left. Murphy, rutting in the
marsh, getting birdy on

us, and I'm ready. Will it be
one last chance before the
end of my pheasant trip?
Suddenly, Murphy pushes
forward and the cattails
explode with the sound of
wings flapping. The rooster
is coming toward me as
I’'m ahead of Murphy. | have
the perfect location and
ample time to raise my gun
to my shoulder. The bird

is now just slightly below
me and tracking away.

It's the perfect deflection
shot of about 20 yards. |
sight and pull the trigger
of my 12-gauge Berretta
Outlander. The bird drops in
flight to the marsh below.
Matt and | simultaneously
let out an excited yell and
then Matt tells me “Keep
an eye where he landed,
he may only be wounded
and may be running”. Hey,
that wasn't in the program!
I’'m super excited about
getting my first rooster
and now | may not actually
get to have him. No way!

We secure our guns and
descend into the cattails
and start looking for my
bird. Murphy is one step
ahead of us though and
quickly has the dead
rooster firmly in his grip.
The pheasant is a real
beauty, with a 19" tail (Matt
told me that was a good
sized bird).

Matt and | sit down and
enjoy the moment. A son’s
joy at having guided his
father to his first pheasant,
and my joy at having shot
my first pheasant are
framed by the sinking

sun, bathing usin a
sunset never to leave our
memories.

The day is complete and
the weekend a success
beyond measure. It's

my first pheasant and a
father and son bonding
experience that is what life
is all about.

Later, Matt showed me
how to skin and clean

a pheasant. | am again
reminded how my son has
grown into a man. | recall
the past fishing trips where
| have taught Matt various
aspects of fishing. Now the
son is teaching the father.
Life comes full circle. | am
blessed beyond words. And
| look forward to my next
opportunity to share the
great Montana outdoors
with Matt.
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"’ steelhead

Let's start with a recap of
Steelhead season 2024
early predictions called for a
record run.

JULY & AUGUST

Most people were skeptical
considering the last 15 years
have been less than stellar.
Snake River Steelhead enter
the Columbia River in July
and August and unlike
Salmon, Steelhead migrate
slower. They often stop in
areas known as cold water
refuges for many days, or
sometimes weeks, on their
way upriver to spawn.

The first thing we noticed
was higher numbers of fish
than we were accustomed
to seeing over the last 15
years. The second thing

we noticed was the fish

were mostly bigger B-run
steelhead. Steelhead are
classified into two groups:
A-run identified as a
Steelhead under 30", and
B-over 30",

A-run spend 1year in the
ocean, and B-run spend

2 or more. September 1st
when the Steelhead Season
opened on the Snake River,
we had a good feel for the
run. Fishery managers had
pumped up the run and
the numbers crossing each
dam did not lie. It's going to
be a good year.

SEPTEMBER

September for my
company, Reel Time
Fishing, is primarily spent
trolling 360 flasher setups
or hovering eggs targeting

...are back?
by toby wvatt

King Salmon around the
Confluence of the Snake
and Clearwater rivers. This
area has a temperature
difference known as a
thermal barrier. In this case,
the Clearwater is close to
10 degrees colder than the
Snake River. Salmon fishing
was slow this September
but the Steelhead fishing
was much better. It was
strange to tell the clients
Salmon is slow, while
Steelhead is hot.

We had a lot of success
trolling bobbers and shrimp
at an ultra-slow pace in

the usual steelhead spots
around the bridges and

the neutral water flat

on the north side of the
confluence.
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We also caught a fair
amount on our Salmon gear
superbaits and spinners as
the season progressed we
started to move upriver to
the free-flowing areas of the
Clearwater trolling Maglips
by Yakima Bait and Bradss
Wiggler. These plugs tipped
with a shrimp are a deadly
combination.

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
That brings us to the now.
Currently, the Steelhead

are through all river
systems and anglers are
enjoying both the increased
numbers and size. In my 35
years of guiding experience,
this is how the rest of the
season should shape up:
Steelhead are going to
hang in the slower water
around Lewiston, Clarkston,
and Asotin to wait for a
good shot of rain that
signals the fish to move
upriver.

This makes November and
December amazing fishing
in the slack water in the
day and the night. Yes, |
said night. Night fishing

is allowed and it can be
very productive pulling
lighted lures like the old
Brads Wigglers, Vortex and
the new Night Strike day
time. | would concentrate
on Bobber and Shrimp
around the bridges and

in the neutral water in the
confluence on the north

side or trolling 360 flashers
and a very small spinner
such as the 3.0 colorado
blade in shades gold,
chartreuse, and green.

Many steelhead can be
caught upriver as well. The
Clearwater is an amazing
bank fishery that targets
deeper slower runs with
bobber and shrimp. If you
prefer fishing upriver from
a boat my suggestion is
Heller Bar or the entire
Clearwater from Lewiston
to Orofino. Keep in mind
these river systems are
very dangerous, a person
can get into trouble not
knowing the water. |
suggest hiring one of the
many local guide services to
show you the river.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY
After the first of the year,
most of the Steelhead will
begin to head to areas
closer to their spawning
grounds but keep in mind
Steelhead migration is
unique. Sometimes they
actually move downriver
for some time. For
example, during January
and February, you can still
catch fish in the Lewiston-
Clarkston area but there are
definitely less fish hanging
around in this area.

On the Clearwater, anglers
will begin to pile into the
Orofino area targeting

the fish from Dworshak
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hatchery, the largest
Steelhead hatchery in
the world. Amazing
bank fishing can be had
on the North Fork of
the Clearwater below
Dworshak Dam.

Other hot spots include
the Cottonwood Creek
hatchery on the Grande
Ronde, and Mouth of

the Little Salmon on

the Salmon River. These
areas are all hotspots and
because of this, they are
high-traffic areas. If you
would like to avoid the
crowds, fish river sections
up to 15 miles downriver
of these hot spots and just

Hell's Canyon Grand Hotel

Lewiston, ID

for more info visit:

steelheadexpo.com

cover some ground. The
fish aren't as concentrated,
so it'll likely be a situation
where you find one here
and there.

MARCH & APRIL

In March and April, all the
fish will be piled up near
hatcheries or spawning
grounds. This is a hot time
for Orofino, Clear Creek
hatchery, and the south
fork of the Clearwater. Little
Salmon heats up in Riggins
Idaho, the Cottonwood
creek area on the Grande
Ronde, and Hell's Canyon
dam will begin to produce.

(

N

LATE SEASON

Let's talk techniques for
these late-season fish. The
#1 technique is drifting

a pegged bead. | use a
yakima bait size 10 pink

or orange corky with a
toothpick pegging the
bead 4 or 5 inches above
the hook, this technique

is deadly with a very soft
subtle presentation. The
Steelhead's focus is on the
bead, he never sees the
hook, but when he clamps
down on the bead and you
set the hook you stick him
in the corner of the mouth
and never get a gut-hooked
fish.

2025

expo

The Premier PNW Steelhead Experience
in the Steelhead Capital of the World!

apply now!

looking for vendors!

P
wleelhead
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It's the perfect catch

and release system and
perfect for rivers with wild
fish release. | suggest
presenting this bead
system free drifting, bobber
dog, or just straight-up
bobber, but you will need to
use a sinking bead on this
straight-up system. Other
techniques that work well
include free drift or bobber
and eggs, back trolling or
bobber and jig.

Now we need to ask
ourselves a few questions.
So why is this year so good?
Will this be normal in the
future? Are we recovering
Steelhead? What can we
do to help the Steelhead?
The answer in my opinion
is that this year was good
because ocean conditions
have been favorable for
Steelhead. | do think we will
get many more years like
this one, but if you look at
the overall trend, Steelhead
are still on the decline. So
Nno, we are not recovering
Steelhead. We release
billions of smolt and get
less than a 1% return.

HOW TO HELP

Here are a few things we
need to focus on to help
the Steelhead:

#1 Improve passage:
a journey that used to
take Steelhead smolt
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around 15 days, now takes
them over 30 days. Going
hand-in-hand is predator
pressure. Predator pressure
is intense—these fish are
facing an overwhelming
and growing number of
predators like walleye, bass,
cormorants, and pelicans,
whose populations are
skyrocketing.

#2. Selective Harvest. | feel
any human should not kill a
wild Steelhead. If we could
eliminate gill nets and
switch to selective harvest
methods for hatchery fish,
allowing wild fish to swim
free, it would be a clear
win. Individuals harvesting
fish for commercial or
subsistence purposes could

REELTIMEFISHING

selectively harvest at each
dam using dip nets, sorting
out hatchery fish, and
letting all wild Steelhead go
free.

That's a start. There

are many more factors
contributing to the
decline, but for now, we
are enjoying a wonderful
Steelhead season and we
are only halfway through.
So get off the couch grab
a rod and head to the river.
Tight Lines -Toby Wyatt-
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Destinations
Hell's Canyon Grand Hotel
(208) 799-1000
hellscanyongrandhotel.com
Clearwater River

Lenore Lodge

(208) 790-2128
lenorelodgeidaho.com
Clearwater River

Mardon Resort
(800) 416-2736
mardonresort.com
Potholes Reservoir

Rainbow Valley Lodge
(400) 682-4264
rainbowvalleylodge.com
Madison River

Shoalwater Casino & Hotel
(360) 267-2048
swbcasino.com

Guides & Charters
Austin’s Northwest Adventures
(509) 668-0298
austinsnorthwestadventures.com
From Buoy 10 to Lake Roosevelt

Castcadia

(208) 699-5636

castcadia.net

CDA Lake, Columbia River, Snake River

Chrome Inc.

(425) 591-5108
chromeinc.org
Columbia River, Cowlitz

D&H Guide Service
(509) 594-1754

Columbia River, Yakima

Double M Outdoors

(503) 956-5489
doublemoutdoors.com
Columbia River: Buoy 10, McNary Dam

Jones Sportfishing

(208) 861-0654
jonessportfishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers,
Southern Idaho

Killgore Adventures
1-888-957-6875
killgoreadventures.com
Hells Canyon

Livin' Life Adventures
(206) 714-2112
livinlifeadventures.com
Columbia, Baker 10, Chelan

Fast Action Fishing Adventures
(425 753-5772
fastactionfishingseattle.com

Lake Sammamish, Riffe Lake, Green River

Fish Intimidators

(509) 750-6809

Columbia River

Hanford Reach, Snake River, Ringold

Moons Guide Service

(509) 860-6497
moonsguideservice.com
Columbia River, Brewster, Lake Chelan,
Moses Lake, Potholes, Hanford Reach

Reel Obsession

(888) 855-7335
reelobsession.ca

West Coast British Columbia

Reel Time Fishing

(208) 790-2128
reeltimefishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers

Ross Outdoor Adventures
(509) 750-7763
rossoutdooradventures.com
Potholes Reservoir, Moses, Banks Lake

Torrey's Sportfishing Adventures
(425) 345-6232
Western Washington

YJ Guide Service

(509) 999-0717
yjguideservice.com

Lake Roosevelt, Palouse River, Columbia
River
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Outdoor Gear
Elephant Boys

(509) 443-3686
theelephantboys.com

Ghunders Performance
Base Layers

(360) 612-0506
ghunders.com

Work Sharp Tools
(800) 597-6170

worksharptools.com

Marine

Hewescraft
1(800)326-6594
hewescraft.com

Fishing Tackle

Fish With Gary Tackle Co.

(541) 536-1002
fishwithgary.com

Mack’s Lure
(509) 667 9202
mackslure.com

Old Goat Lures
oldgoatlures.com

Wigglefin Tackle
(208) 388-8539
wigglefin.com

Other

BECU

becu.org

Laughing Dog Brewery
laughingdogbrewing.com
Mackenzie River Pizza
mackenzieriverpizza.com

Skip Rock Distillers
(360) 862-0272
skiprockdistillers.com

Email today for directory
advertising information.

ericm@nwfishing.net

N2
Switchblade Flasher System

HellRazor™

Build yours today at
wigglefin.com

SALMON - TROUT - KOKANEE
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