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Trust your family’s safety on the water to the boat that charter captains trust to
bring their customers safely through tough water and back again. The Hewescraft
Alaskan sports an 8-wide, .25™-thick bottom; 190-gallon fuel tank; self-bailing hull;
stand-up head closet; and much more—an astounding amount of boat for your
money. Power your Alaskan with twin Yamahas, and you have the recipe for safety
and affordability that professionals trust in the worst waters. When you need an
all-day, big-water fishing machine, there’s value—and then there’s Hewecraft
Alaskan value.

FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT
HEWESCRAFT.COM

@ © O @HEWESCRAFTBOATS YAMAHA
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Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Permit is required
for all boats registered outside of Washington State

Washington State Law rcw77.15.160 Protecting Our Waters

« All boats registered outside of Washington Funds from the AIS Prevention Permit
State must have an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) support efforts to keep Washington’s
Prevention Permit before launching in waters free of aquatic invasive species
Washington waters. and manage infestations when

« Permits cost $24 and are valid for one year. prevention fails.

« Failure to have the permit may result in a $150 fine.

How to buy:

- Online

fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov "~

- At a fishing and hunting license dealer near you
wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/dealers

For more information visit wdfw.wa.gov or call
the Aquatic Invasive Species Hotline at 888-WDFW-AIS

Report Invasive e

FISH &

European Green Crabs
Step 1: Identify T Step 2: Report

h sid . .
each siee If you find a suspected European green crab or their

shell, photograph it, note the location, and report it.

wdfw.wa.gov/greencrab

Carcinus maenas

il Up to 4 inches gl
wide

The European green crab is a damaging invasive species that poses a threat to native shellfish and habitat for salmon and many
other species. They are not always green and may be orange, red or yellow. These shore crabs are found in less than 25 feet of water
often in estuaries, mudflats, and intertidal zones. They are not likely to be caught in deeper water, but may be encountered by beach
anglers, waders, clam and oyster harvesters, or those crabbing off docks or piers in shallow areas. As a Prohibited species, it is illegal
to possess or transport live European green crabs in Washington. Shellfish growers and private tidelands owners in areas with
European green crabs should contact WDFW for management support or permits. Please email ais@dfw.wa.gov.

Individuals who need to receive this information in an alternative format, language, or who need reasonable accommodations to participate in WDFW-sponsored public
meetings or other activities may contact the Title VI/ADA Compliance Coordinator by phone at 360-902-2349, TTY (711), or email (Title6@dfw.wa.gov). For more information,
see https.//wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation.
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EDITOR’S CORNER:

This month'’s issue features three beautiful destinations for anglers to check out. John Kruse takes us to NORTHWEST
Montana's Fort Peck for bass action, while Gary Lewis shares Southern Oregon trout fishing on the Lake 4 FISHING
of the Woods. Then it's back to Montana where Matt and | got to fish a true Blue-ribbon destination, the
Madison River. Three places to add to your Bucket List! On a more serious note, Josh DeBruler takes a
balanced look at the state of salmon runs in Washington.

This is also the time of year when we start seeing boating and driving accidents in the various social
media groups we frequent. Sunken tow vehicles at boat launches, trailer accidents featuring boats
ending up on top of trucks, and the tired and unimaginative inane comments display the worst in some
of us. Let's resist the urge to add to the negativity that is part of our world and remember that behind
each of these accidents is an unfortunate person whose day went from good to bad in the blink of an eye.
Our sport can be such an uplifting activity, let's show compassion and empathy — pause and think before

you hit that “post” button.See you on the water!
Mike Carey - mikec@nwfishing.net @Michael Carey Northwest Fishing FQLLQW Us:
www.northwestfishing.net/

ARTICLE GENRES ﬂ u @northwestfishingtv
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FROM THE WATERS OF ALASKA
TO SOUTH PUGET SOUND,
THE OG2 CATCHES THE COHO!

—

\Il
4 OLD GOAT LURES™

WWW.OLDGOATLURES.COM

CONGRATULATIONS TO JORY KUBAS ON 1ST PLACE, AND
HONORABLE MENTIONS HOLLY LIZABETH AND MIKE LARSEN!
IF YOU WANT TO PARTICPATE IN MORE EVENTS LIKE THIS,
FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK! @NORTHWEST FISHING TV

HONORABLE MENTIONS

e . h\ \“:: :
|- MIKE LARSEN . -

&-ﬁ.

A
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Just because a young animal is alone does not mean
it needs our help!

Many wildlife parents will leave their young unattended while they
search for food, or to keep from drawing attention to their babies.

“Rescuing” young wildlife can do more harm than
good.

Please, never remove a wild animal from its habitat. If you find sick
or injured wildlife, please contact a licensed wildlife rehabilitator.

Washington Department of

FISH&WILDLIFE

What to do if you see
young wildlife

Contact a wildlife
rehabilitator

Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/
requests-accommodation, 833-855-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov.
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You know what a cone
licker is. You see them in
places like Seaside and on
the sand at Diamond Lake
and they have cone lickers
at Lake of the Woods in
southern Oregon too. These
are the poor folks whose
mommas and papas never
taught them how to fish.
They like to go to the lake
too, and they are the ones
who, if you bump into

them on their floaties, ask
"Didja catch anything?" Or,
"What kind of fish are in
this lake?" It's not a sin to
be a cone licker. It wasn't
their fault they were born in
Sacramento.

There's another kind of
cone licker. They are the
big trout that eat a steady
diet of midge larvae and
are particularly susceptible
to a pattern called the Ice
Cream Cone. Lake of the
Woods is a classic fishing
lodge destination for

8 | NWFISHING.net

the whole family. It's got
something for everybody
- a well-stocked marina
store with boats and
paddleboards to rent, a
gift shop, cabins to rent,
campgrounds, a great
restaurant with a view of
the lake, and a bar on the
second floor with even
better views.

| set up the tent in the
back of the F-150, a roomy
two-man tent from Napier
(napieroutdoors.com),
specially made to the
Ford's dimensions. Then |
went down to the lakeside
to look at the boat | had
rented for the morning.

| knew exactly where | was
headed, remembering it
from the last time | had
fished Lake of the Woods,
which was too long ago.
We were going to still-fish,
having brought spinning

rods and fly rods and a
selection of jar baits and
chironomids.

Soaking in the vacation
vibe at Lake of the Woods,
| could not help but smile.
A lot of people are looking
for exactly this kind of
American experience. They
just don't know where to
find it.

FISHING CHIRONOMIDS
Set up the rod with a
tapered leader down to 4X
tippet. Affix a Thingamabob
indicator well up the line
and tie on a No. 8-10 Ice
Cream Cone chironomid
pattern. With another 12

to 18 inches of tippet add

a second Ice Cream Cone
tied off the bend of top fly.

Casting a two-fly rig is not
an art form. The main thing
is to put the flies at the
depth of the feeders, keep
slack out of the line, and
watch for the indicator to
indicate.



The fun thing about this
type of fishing is that some
of the biggest fish move
the indicator the least. Keep
the rod tip low, touching
the surface of the water,
and be ready to set the
hook. Like a rattlesnake.

Finding the feeders is the
main thing with fishing
chironomids. One trick is
to drive the boat over the
place you will fish then
with a hemostat clamped
to the bottom hook, gauge
the depth of the water.
Then adjust the float so
that it puts the bottom fly
something like 18 inches
off the bottom. That puts
the top fly 36 inches off
the bottom. Pay attention
to which bug gets bit the
most and reset the rods
accordingly.

You might have heard

of the big bait-big fish
principle. That doesn't apply
to midge larvae. Big trout
eat a whole of a lot of these
tiny things.

WHERE TO ANCHOR UP
FOR TROUT

A large mountain Stillwater
in a forested setting, Lake
of the Vy

several creeks but gets the
majority of its water from
groundwater seepage. The
deepest water is found
along the western shore
where the depth is reported
as 50 to 55 feet. There is a
good mix of shallows where
weeds and bugs grow and
colder water deeps and
rocky ledges, which makes
for interesting fishing.

The resort is situated on the
eastern side of the lake on
the north shore of Rainbow
Bay.

One of the best spots for
trout is just outside of

the marina. Anchor up
anywhere within 100 to 150
yards of the marina and
within casting distance of
either the east shore or the
west shore. Anywhere out
in front of the marina can
hold trout.

The other great trout area

is along the west shore
where a deep ledge makes
for a great spot to anchor
up or troll for rainbows and/
or kokanee and the browns
that hunt them.

We caught nine trout, a
catfish, a perch, and a

couple of smallmouth bass
in a couple of hours on
both fly-fishing gear and
spinning gear.

Standard trout rules apply
for the Southeast Zone with
a limit of 5 trout per day
(only 1 trout over 20 inches)
and 25 kokanee per day in
addition to the trout limit.
There is a 5 bass limit with
only 1 bass over 15 inches.
Angling is allowed 24 hours
per day.

This lake is capable of
growing hatchery trout
big and holding them
over. Trout can be caught
year-round, but spring

and fall are peak seasons
for rainbows and browns.
Trolling is popular on the
lake, but still-fishing can fill
out a limit faster, at least in
my opinion.

Looking for a family fishing
tradition to start? It's hard
to beat Lake of the Woods
with something for the
whole family, even those
cone-licking cousins who
grew up in Sacrapimento.
Heck, you might even teach
them to fish.

Mount HOO(

S
\’ B
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FORT PECK RESERVOIR'S
PLETHORA OF FISHERIES

BY JOHN KRUSE

Big lakes often mean big
opportunities and Fort
Peck Reservoir, located

in Northeast Montana,
qualifies in that regard. This
huge impoundment of the
Missouri River was formed
when Fort Peck Dam was
built in the 1930s. The lake
is 134 miles long and with
1520 miles of shorelineg, it

is larger than the length

of the California coast
There are fifty different
species of fish swimming
in the waters of Fort Peck
Reservoir, and one of the
most important is the cisco,
introduced as a forage fish
for walleye and lake trout
by Montana Fish Wildlife

10 | NWFISHING.net

and Parks in 1984.

The cisco population is
thriving now and so are a
variety of species that feed
on them.

Today anglers flock to Fort
Peck from spring into the
fall for a variety of fisheries.
The most popular of them
being walleye, which can
grow to a huge size here.
Jason Mundel is a top
walleye tournament angler
in Montana who hauled in
a 17.76-pound behemoth
earlier this year, just missing
the state record of 18.02
pounds. Mundel says he

is certain the big female
was over the limit when

he netted it but when it
was brought into the boat

COME JOIN US ON A
GUIDED TRIP IN

EASTERN WASHINGTON

BOOK NOW AT MOONSGUIDESERVICE.COM

[E OR CONTACT US AT
\ 509.860.2539

it began rapidly squirting
eggs all over the place.
By the time Mundel

was able to weigh it and
photograph the weight, it
was down several ounces,
to the still impressive
weight of the big hen. He
then released to finish
spawning.

Mundel lives near Fort Peck
and spends lots of time
fishing in the reservoir (147
days last year). He likes to
work long primary points
and secondary points and
uses sonar to find schools
of Cisco. Once he finds

the bait fish, he usually
finds several different
species in the same area
feeding on them including


https://www.moonsguideservice.com/

walleye, northern pike, and
smallmouth bass. Mundel
likes to cast paddle-tail jigs
to the fish in the spring and
will transition to trolling
spinner worm harnesses
behind bottom bouncers
as the waters warm up over
55 degrees. The northern
pike as well as the walleye
are often caught with live
bait. You are not allowed
to use the ciscoes found in
the lake for bait, but you
can use fathead minnows,
creek chubs, and shiners
which he will simply fish

in a dead-stick fashion,
dropping them towards
the bottom (but not on it)
from the side of the boat.
As spring turns to summer
topwater baits can be
very effective for both the
smallmouth bass and pike.

Lake trout are another
option. In the spring they
will be found in relatively
shallow water (15 - 20

feet deep) feeding on the
ciscoes along with the bass,
walleye, and pike. Asthe
waters warm though, the
Mackinaw head to deeper
water. The Mackinaw run
big here, up to 38-inches,
according to Mundel.

In these deeper waters,
you will also find Chinook
salmon as well as coho
salmon, all stocked in the
lake from a hatchery below
Fort Peck Dam.

Celebrating Our 18th Year

Updated website with new products

MG

FISH WITH GARY

ﬂCKLECOﬂMNY _L}V

The very finest attracting dodgers and matching lures for

KOKANEE — TROUT
LANDLOCKED SALMON

Ultralight tackle for your success includes 3 styles of attracting dodgers

Matching lures: NEW Kokanee Krill, Beaded Spinners, Super Squids, Spin Bugs
Only the finest fluorescent (“UV”) materials used. Tandem Gamakatsu hooks.

FISH WITH GARY TACKLE CO.

La Pine, Oregon

www.fishwithgary.com 541.536.1002

Home of Kokanee University

Mundel will troll using
downriggers and flashers in
front of his bait or lures to
catch all three species.

The salmon can get big
here. The state record
Chinook a 32-pound
specimen, as well as

the state record coho, a
4.88-pound salmon, both
caught out of Fort Peck
Reservoir. Speaking of state
records, the current record
smallmouth bass, sauger,
saugeye, shortnose gar, and
freshwater drum were also
caught out of this big lake.

The primary access points
for most anglers are

near Fort Peck south of
Glasgow which is almost
all paved. Another option

is Hell Creek Marina north
of Jordan where you'll
travel 25 miles over gravel
roads to get to the marina.
There are campgrounds
and boat launches at both
locations. Additional access
is available from Glasgow,
Malta, and Highway 200
near Jordan though these
roads can involve lengthy
routes over gravel.

If you are looking for places
to stay, eat, recreate and
more in Montana’'s Missouri
River Country check out
the local tourism bureau’s
website at:
www.missouririvermt.com
and be sure to ask for a free
travel guide while you are
there.
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If you are fishing out of Museum of the Rockies in and how the community of

the Fort Peck area, you Bozeman but replicas are on Fort Peck came to be. The
really need to make the display here. Several other interpretive center is open
time to visit the Fort Peck fossilized skeletons and from Thursday through
Interpretive Center. This replicas of dinosaurs and Monday from 9 AM to 4 PM
first-class museum is prehistoric marine reptiles  between Memorial Day and
operated by the U.S. Army  can also be seen here. Labor Day weekend. There
Corps of Engineers and tells The fish and wildlife found is also a nice campground
a variety of stories. in and around Fort Peck and up to a two-mile-long
Reservoir and the Missouri  nature trail adjacent to the

The biggest attraction is

the story of the reptiles

that lived here 65 million
years ago. The Interpretive
Center is part of Montana's
Dinosaur Trail. Two fossilized
Tyrannosaurus Rex skeletons
have been found near here. Finally, the Interpretive
Center tells the story of how &=
the dam, called the largest =7 ,
hydraulically filled earthen = T
dam in the world, was built

River are also on display. Center.
Fish can be seen in two ;
large glass tanks and
taxidermized animals can
be viewed in an impressive
diorama.

One is now on display at the
Smithsonian Museum and
the other can be seen at the

A FAMILY RESORT

BOOK NOW _ ~:

FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND 3

EXTEND YOUR STAY MON - WED W/ A REDUCED RATE
MINIGOLF  ON-SITEFISHING ~ KARAOKE = CAMPING

8198 HWY 262 SE, | "':ﬁ
OTHELLO, WA 99344 509.346.2651 MARDONRESORT.COM  [®] =)

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY. DEALS VALID MONDAY-WEDNESDAYS ONLY. ROOFED RENTALS & RV SITES ONLY. DEAL VALID 5/16/2024-9/15/2024.
12 | NWFISHING.net
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LOCATIONS

‘{f MARDONA
RESORT B

A FAMILY RESORT

We are a 3rd generation family resort. The senior :
Mesebergs bought the resort in 1972, moving from Seattle
to MarDon. Now their grandchildren, Levi and Annie manage the
resort. Our motto is: “From our family to yours”! Over the last 10
years, our family has added big rig RV sites and remodeled existing
RV sites in the park. We have replaced both old motels with 10 cottages and 5
beautifully appointed lake houses. We also have rental homes and camper cabins
sprinkled throughout the resort.

Once you are here and settled in the lodging or your RV, you can explore the
resort and lake shoreline. Come evening, enjoy a meal in our Beach House at
MarDon Restaurant and lounge. Or catch the sunset while you relax in a lawn
chair on the marina while wetting a line. The marina boasts crappie, perch,
bluegill, bass, trout, and the occasional walleye bite. And if you didn't bring the
right tackle or nightcrawlers the MarDon Tackle and Gift Shop is the place for you.

MARINA WATER SPORTS FISHING HIKING MINI-GOLF WILDLIFE

RV ThERE YET~

Over the last 10 years, our family has added big rig RV
sites and remodeled existing RV sites in the park.

DESTINATION SPOTLIGHT

NORTHWEST REEL LIFE

We welcome ANY size RV rig. Nearly all of our spaces are
large and accommodates all sizes and shapes of RV'ers.
The resort offers seasonal rates.

Directions from I-90:

Take exit #179 and head south on WA-17 S (2 mi). Turn
right on Rd M SE (6.5 mi). Turn right on WA-262 (6 mi).
THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT. N AR
MARDONERESORT.COM 509.346.2651 Othello, WA 99344
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FISHING

HOLDING ONTO HOPE

THE COMPLICATED STATE OF SALMON IN THE PNW

Well before the Pacific
Fur Company set up
their first trading post in
Astoria, Oregon, Before
the earliest fish canneries
on the Columbia River
began popping up in the
Mid-1800s, the Pacific
Northwest and its people
have been defined by a
culture of sustenance and
heritage that is deeply
steeped in the very
existence of the pacific
salmon.

The rich abundance

of salmon didn't just
sustain the indigenous
communities of the
northwest, it allowed
them to thrive and aided
in developing rich cultures
over the millennia. It was,
and is, the cornerstone
of art, sustenance, ritual,
and community within

14 | NWFISHING.net

nearly all of the Pacific
Northwest First Nations
people. This history

of Northwest salmon
harvesting dates so far
back (an estimated 10,000
years) that it forces us

to consider salmon as a
sport and commercial
fishery, as something that
exists only as a small blip

in time—200 years, to be
exact. Furthermore, it's
within that 200 years that
many northwest salmon
populations have been
pushed to the brink of
extinction. So, where did
we go wrong? And is there
any fixing a fishery that has
changed so dramatically
over the years? To look at
the details within context
may be a good place to
start, and perhaps this
article can help us navigate
through the weeds of a
topic that has historically

sown divisions between
anglers, commercial
fishermen, tribes, and fish
and wildlife agencies.

HISTORICAL DECLINE OF
SALMON

It's no secret that salmon
runs were once much
healthier than they are
today. Though the state
of Washington didn't
start record keeping on
fisheries until 1935, we
have plenty of scientific
and anecdotal evidence
that depicts a long history
of vibrant salmon runs
which looked significantly
different than they do
today. Lewis and Clark
noted the great abundance
of salmon observed by
their party on the Columbia
River, early settlers took
advantage of the fish

for sustenance use, and
soon, savvy entrepreneurs
seized what was viewed



as a highly profitable
market opportunity. Taking
advantage of the great
numbers of salmon in the
Columbia, early commercial
fishing companies
constructed fish wheels—a
large ferris wheel like trap
that scooped considerable
amounts of salmon out

of the water. It's said that
some of these fish wheels
were known to harvest up
to 70,000 salmon per day.

DAMS

Then came the dams. A
number of dams were
erected throughout the
northwest for the purpose
of hydroelectricity, a
zero-emissions source of
power. All these dams,

in some form, inhibited
salmon and other fish from
reaching miles of prime
spawning habitat while
also disturbing their natural
habitats in several ways.
On the Columbia—the
Grand Coulee and the
Chief Joseph Dam, on the
Snake River—the Lower
Granite, Little Goose,

Lower Monumental, and
lce Harbor Dam. These
dams are likely the most
contentious, but other
smaller dams up the Snake
River have effectively
eliminated salmon returns
at the furthermost portions
of the Columbia River basin,
specifically, northeastern

Nevada. Historically, salmon
would make a 900-mile
journey from the Pacific
Ocean, up the Columbia
River, up the Snake River
through eastern

Washington and Idaho,
then finally arriving at
their spawning grounds in
the Owyhee River, where
Shoshone-Paiute tribes
would spear a portion of
these fish for sustenance.

DEFORESTATION

Whether it be for
commercial timber
harvesting or development,
deforestation has created a
multitude of problems for
salmon habitat. When land
is cleared around streams,
the natural ecosystems
become compromised, and
the various organisms that
salmon feed on diminish or
disappear. Aside from the
loss of food resources, the
natural shade produced

by the canvas of the trees
diminishes or disappears as
well. Without shade from
trees, streams are subjected
to an increased amount of
sunlight, thus increasing
the temperature of the
water. Salmon are incredibly
sensitive when it comes

to water temperature,

and drastic increases or
decreases in temperature
affect metabolic rate,
cause salmon to seek out
colder water upstream,

N

COLUMBIA RIVER

LARE ROOSEVELT
POTHOLES RESERVOIR

FISH ) INTIMIDATORS

NOW BOORING
SUMMERICHINOOH]
SOCHENE

BOOK NOW AT
FISHTHECOLUMBIA.COM
+1[e] CONTACT US
LRALET  (509) 750-6809
= @ Fish Intimidators
E H - Fishintimidators@gmail.com

*Prices rate 4-6 anglers. Some conditions apply. Call for details.

and increase vulnerability
to predation. In a nutshell,
altered ecosystems

due to altered habitats
complicate the survival and
reproduction processes of
salmon.

DEVELOPMENT &
POLLUTION

Water pollutants are
believed to have a
detrimental effect on
salmon health, size,
mortality, and reproductive
success. Though the effects
of pollution and salmon
survival can be hard to
quantify, it is well-accepted
amongst scientists that
pollutants from a variety of
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sources like storm runoff
from vehicles or improperly
disposed industrial waste,
are contributing factors to
the decline in salmon stock.

POSITIVE TRENDS

On the West Coast, there
are currently 17 salmon
populations listed as
threatened or endangered
under the Endangered
Species Act. These
populations range from
California to Washington
State and include (but are
not limited to) the Lower
Columbia River Coho, Snake
River Sockeye, Hood Canal
chum, and Puget Sound
Chinook salmon.

Though these facts might
not inspire optimism at
first glance, it's important
to note that “threatened”
doesn’t necessarily mean
these populations aren’t on
an upward swing in terms
of recovery. For example,
the Lower Columbia River

Coho has steadily been
making progress toward
the federally approved
recovery goal.

Hood Canal Summer

Chum and Snake River Fall
Chinook are both currently
approaching that set goal.

Yet, more needs to be done.

DAM REMOVAL
Enter damn removal...

Dam removal works for
salmon recovery, but there
are many issues created
by the removal of dams.
For example, on the lower
Snake River, dams create
vast amounts of clean
energy, and reduce water
velocity, thus allowing
easy movement of barges
for agricultural product
transportation, and they
help provide irrigation for
swaths of agricultural land.
In short, they are a huge
part of local economies and
infrastructure alike.

These inherent issues with
dam removal were finally
addressed in what was

a culmination of years of
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lawsuits and litigation and
is believed to be the most
comprehensive salmon
recovery plan to date. In
December of 2023, The
Biden-Harris administration
came to a historic
agreement when they
signed a Memorandum of
understanding between
Columbia River Basin
Sovereign tribes, the state
of Washington, the state of
Oregon, and environmental
groups. This 1-billion-dollar
settlement agreement is a
10-year federal partnership
with tribes and states

that prioritizes salmon
restoration and recovery,
while also allocating funds
to research on other
infrastructural needs

that will be an inevitable
byproduct of the removal
of the 4 Lower Snake River
dams. Ultimately, it is up
to Congress whether the
dams will be removed, but
the groundwork is now

in place to make these
possibilities viable. This is a
huge and unprecedented
leap in the right direction
for salmon recovery.

HATCHERY PROGRAMS
Hatchery programs are a lot
of things...

They were once believed

to be the solution to

the impact commercial
overfishing had on salmon
numbers, they were

offered as an answer to

the devastation caused

by the damming of
waterways, and they were a
mechanism to uphold the
treaty rights of Washington
indigenous tribes under
the Boldt Decision of

1974 (decision granting
Washington tribes fair and
equal share of fish harvest).
But despite the best efforts
of hatchery managers,
these hatcheries have often

fallen short of the goals that

had been set forth.

Much research has been
conducted on the efficacy
of hatchery programes,

and the findings have
often been bleak. One
important example is the
Columbia River. A journey
to the Pacific Ocean down
the Columbia River has
always been a perilous
task for young salmon,

and naturally, many don't
complete their journey.
Throw in a myriad of dams,
warming slack waters
behind these dams, and
an increase in invasive
predators, the journey
becomes even more
fraught with danger. To
compound the problem,
salmon bred at hatcheries
are losing their genetic
diversity, and fast. Without
the highly developed genes
of their native counterparts,
the fish become weaker,
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and survival rates drop.

This is not to say hatcheries
don't create a positive
impact on a declining
salmon population.

After all, most Pacific
salmon returning to our
rivers today are hatchery
salmon. Amid the new
Biden administration
commitment to salmon
recovery, 60 million dollars
is being invested in NOAA
fisheries to facilitate
improvements to current
fish hatcheries, many of
which were on the brink of
failure.
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Furthermore, many

West Coast hatcheries

are implementing new
techniques within their
facilities to improve salmon
survival rates.

These techniques include
changing the way fish are
fed so that the process will
more closely mimic natural
feeding, including natural
features in the tanks where
fish are being stored, and
breeding hatchery-salmon
with more wild-salmon to
increase genetic diversity.

Habitat restoration

To date, 474 acres of
wetlands, 9,257 acres of
estuaries, and 31,564 acres
of waterway have been

‘//

WORK SHARP
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restored in Washington
state through collaborative
efforts between the
Department of Fish and
Wildlife, NOAA, The Nature
Conservancy, various
nonprofits groups, and
volunteers. Working to
improve the waters and
land that create salmon
habitat is a vital component
of the comprehensive
approach needed for a task
as complex and crucial as
salmon recovery.

Together, we can all do
our part in protecting

a resource that is

so important to our
communities, our families,
and future generations.
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Experience shaving sharp edges
on all your knives. The KNIFE &
TOOL SHARPENER Mk.2 is easy to
use and delivers best-in-class
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edged tools. Sharper than the
day you bought them.
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Mountains come out of the
sky and they stand there.
Snow-covered peaks create
a breathtaking backdrop
as we work our way down
the fast-flowing, slightly
off-color river. | could say a
whiter shade of pale, but I'd
be pushing the 70s music
lyrics references a bit too
much.

Matt and | are floating

the Madison River, Epic,
Historic, Blue-ribbon... pick
your adjectives. At first
glance, | wondered “Where
do you even fish this?”

To the untrained eye, the
river looked uniform from
side to side, a fast-moving,
rocky, never-ending flow
of energy. Hunter and
Sam, our guides from
River Borne Outfitters, had
briefed us on the strategy
to fish for this untamed
wild river.

7/

“Today you're going to be
fishing buckets” Hunter
elaborated, “When the
water is running this fast,
you want to target the
small back eddies, slicks,
and close to the shore.
You'll see the holding
water better as the day
progresses. It requires some
accurate casting but it's not
that hard. The fishing can
be really good, but I'm a bit
worried about the color of
the water.”

For my part, | was glad to
be fishing and not rowing.
We rapidly drifted past
large boulders that would
easily have flipped a less
skilled rower.

“That’s why you fish with a
guide”, | thought.

Suddenly Matt called out
“Fish on!".
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| looked back and his rod
was doubled over with

the weight of a solid fish,
which revealed itself with a
series of impressive jumps,
clearing the surface a good
three feet. A chrome bright,
wild (that's the only kind

of trout in the Madison)
rainbow was giving Matt

a good battle. He skillfully
took his time and brought
the glistening 18-inch

fish to the net. Scooping
him up, Hunter let out an
excited “skunks out of the
boat” and it was the start of
a memorable day on one of
Montana’'s most amazing
and wild rivers.

We had arrived the previous
day at the invitation of

Ed and Jeanne Williams,
owners of Rainbow Valley
Lodge. Ed and Jeanne had
moved from California to
Ennis, Montana over 35
years ago and taken over
the lodge, growing it over
the years into a destination
for the rich and famous,
and the average person.
The two of them radiated
an aura of enthusiasm and
hometown friendliness that
| have come to treasure
over the past two years of
living in Montana. We felt
as if we had new friends we
could return to year after
year, and indeed, many

of their guests expressed
the same feelings to us.
Not the largest lodge in

Ennis, but certainly the
most homey and one
you'd want to return to
year after year. Heated
pool, rustic pine wood
interiors, and beautiful
flowers everywhere give
you that “western feel”
you are looking for when
traveling to Montana’s
fishing destinations. The
impressive collection of
fishing memorabilia in
the lobby could keep an
angler's attention alone,
not to mention their well-
stocked O'Dell Spring Creek
Fly Shop.

The evenings are a
gathering of guides and
guests, chatting about the
day’s fishing adventures

Ross Outdoor Adventures

Central Washington's Premier Guide Service

20 | NWFISHING.net

BOOK ONLINE

rossoutdooradventures.com


https://rossoutdooradventures.com/

and making new friends
and acquaintances.

“Shoulder Season” is the
term Ed had shared with
me about the lodge’s
seasons. Spring and fall
anchored a full and busy
summer of guests coming
through Ennis to fish the
famous Madison and use
Ennis as a base camp

for the 70-mile drive to
Yellowstone National Park.
Ennis is the last major town
on the road to the north
Yellowstone entrance. As
such, come the end of

the school year it rapidly
fills up with tourists and
summertime adventurers
streaming to visit America's
most iconic national park.

Anglers stream in as well,
as the Madison River shares
its impressive fishing with
fishermen from near and
far.

While the summer is a busy
time for the lodge, spring
and fall are another matter,
and visitors can experience
a slower and more relaxed
pace if they're willing

to take a few chances.

For us, the weather was
outstanding with a day in
the upper seventies and
sunny. The recent warm-up
had increased river flows
to over 2,500 cfs (cubic feet
per second), which had us
drifting at a solid pace, but
not too fast to catch fish.
And as we found out as the
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day progressed, the visibility
at about 18 inches was just
fine for fish catching.

Soon after Matt's nice start
to the day, | watched as
my strike indicator ducked
under the water. | gave a
quick tug and felt the heavy
pressure of a nice fish.
Unlike Matt's fish which
had treated us to a fun
aerial display, my fish was a
bulldog, the sign of a nice
brown trout. Headshakes
and hard runs kept me
focused and | worked

the fish back to Hunter's
waiting net. He skillfully
scooped up the brown-
speckled fish and after a

quick measurement, we
JULY 2024 | 21
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released a nice 16-inch thick
brown trout.

Our setup for the day was
a quality 5-weight Orvis
rod and reel, floating line,
and 8-foot leader. A pair

of size 8 girdle (stonefly)
bugs tied 18 inches apart
were the fish enticement,
and bites were monitored
by orange strike indicators
(all the better to see in the
early morning sunny glare).
Our instructions — when in
doubt, set the hook! While
“bucket fishing” requires a
degree of accuracy, it is a
technique that lends itself
well to intermediate and
even beginner fly anglers.
The casts are not terribly
long, and if you miss the
sweet spot of the “bucket”
there is enough underwater
structure that you still have
a good chance of getting a
hookup.

While the Madison does
not have the fish numbers
of the Missouri, there are
still plenty of fish to be had,
and Sam explained that

guides only promote catch
and release on the river, so
numbers have remained
very consistent over the
years.

As | noted earlier, this river,
at springtime flows, in my
opinion, would be a degree
of difficulty | would not
recommend to beginners
behind the sticks. There
were more than a few large
boulders that could easily
pin or flip a driftboat. So,

if your rowing skills are
marginal, leave the boat at
home and hire a guide. Or
wait for the slower flows

of summer, but plan on
having to share the river
with a whole lot more
anglers. We continued

the float catching fish at

a regular pace, beautiful
rainbows and brown

trout, and an occasional
whitefish. We didn’t catch
any of the great white
buffalo, AKA arctic grayling,
but Hunter assured us they
were in there. Brent, our
film crew for the weekend,
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even caught his first trout on NOW BOOKING

the fly with the help of his

guide, Sam. The big fish of the h o b SMALL MOUTH
day was Matt's 20-inch brown B = S BASS

he caught at the end of the day [ R,

(what a way to finish!). TRIPS©N-EEE

If you're looking for the true S . DWORSHAK G
western trout fishing river ; = RESERVOIR -
experience, keep the Madison

River in mind, and don't be & SNAKE RIVERS
afraid of fishing those shoulder A

seasons. You'll find more than WIN

a few big-shouldered trout FISHING TR’P 2

willing to share their day with
you.

Rainbow Valley Lodge, Ed and
Jeanne Williams, 800-452-8254

River Borne Guide Service,
406-581-2953, guides Hunter
Schumacher and Sam Hall. REELTIMEFISHING

prevent Aquatic Invasive Species
spreading to new locations anglers

< must take action to remove any aquatic
* “hitchhikers” from their equipment, boots,
nets, clothing, and other gear used in the
water while fishing.

LEARN MORE TIPS AT
FWP.MT.GOV/AIS

MONTANA FWP
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NW GOOD EATS

BY HILLARY HOLMAN

LAUGHING DOG
BREWING

Laughing Dog Brewing is a
must-stop for those fishing
in or around Lake Pend
Oreille in North Idaho.

Located in Ponderay, just
north of Sandpoint, the
easy access to Highway 2
(Highway 95) and Highway
200 lends itself to a quick
and restful stop for the
traveling fisherman. No
need to Kkick off your boots
here, walk in just as you are
- straight off the boat - and
bring your furry friend with
you. Yes, as in the name,
Laughing Dog caters to
those with pooches in tow.

Laughing Dog not only
has 12 taps on hand, but
their food is an elevated
comfort style that triggers
curiosity and tickles

the pallet. The menu is
constantly evolving, being
driven by local produce
and their award-winning
Chef/Owner's imagination.
Which in my opinion, is
limitless.
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AWARD-WINNING
BREWS & FOOD

Chef Adam Hegsted is a
genius in his field at the top
of his game.

THE FOOD:

Laughing Dog takes the
hotdog to a whole new
level. Their Haute' Dogs
menu has something for
everyone. Try the Traveler!
Made with local smokey
sausage, it is topped with
jalapeno jam, peanut sauce,
cilantro, pickled jalapenos,
and basil aioli. Laughing
Dog's burger choices
are just as imaginative
and delicious. The PB &

J Burger has jalapeno
jelly, peanut butter sauce,
cilantro, Thai basil aioli,
and pickled peppers

on a brioche bun. The
Korean Chicken Sandwich
is amazing and is my
favorite. The Classic Burger
delivers for those burger
enthusiasts’ predetermined
expectations of what a
hamburger should taste
like. The Truffle Mac and
Cheese and Avocado

PONDERAY, ID

Nachos are two of Rob
Holman's favorites.

THE TAPS:

Laughing Dog Brewing is
known for many things,
and their Huckleberry

Ale is top of the list. Amid
huckleberry territory,
Laughing Dog prides

itself on sourcing NW
ingredients that are brewed
in the Northwest in their
Ponderay Brewery. The
summit Cider is out of this
world and is made with
northwest apples. The
Dogfather..It's everything
the name suggests, and
more. Stop in to find a new
creation on tap, like the
Huckleberry Seltzer, that
has made its way from the
tap to the shelf because

of its taste and popularity.
Schedule a tour of the
Brewery if you have the
time or check out their
website to find where you
can find Laughing Dog
Brewing products in stores
near you.


https://laughingdogbrewing.com/

THE =l

GE T www.fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov
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What's in the Get Outdoors Package?

Freshwater license Cougar license & tag
Saltwater license Bear license & tag

Shellfish & seaweed license - Small game license

Two-pole endorsement Migratory bird authorization**
Puget Sound Dungeness Migratory bird permit

crab endorsement Turkey tag 1

Deer license & tag* Turkey tag 2

Elk license & tag* Vehicle access pass

*Deer and Elk tags require a weapon type selection and may be obtained at the time of purchase or at a later date.
**Sea Duck, Brant, Band Tailed Pigeon, Snow Goose, and SW Canada Goose Harvest Report Cards
will not be available until April. A fifty cent dealer fee will be charged per report card.

ALL FOR $236.18!

What's the catch?
You just need to get outdoors.

#GO
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~ TIPSTACTICS

It's the time of year
when the fish are on
their spawn, and in
their beds and many of
us anglers are throwing
artificial baits,
especially plastics. I'm
going to share 3
different tactics you can
use while pitching
plastics, may it be Bass,
Walleye, or Panfish.

BY ERIC MAGNUSON

— N}

Pairing two
different plastic
profiles together

on one jig has
been an effective
way to entice the
most finicky pan

fish. A collared
style with a ton of
movement, and a
subtle trailing tail

gives them the

best of both
worlds.
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We've all had the
tail, and or legs
ripped off the
plastic we're using

thinking we need
to change it out.
Well, don't....
Inspect it, and if it
still looks fishy,
fish it. Some of
these, which | call
"Creature Bait"
have sometimes
outperformed the
original profile.
Sometimes they
may nhot want all
that frill in their
face, just
something more
sized down and

buggy.
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I've tinkered with
larger bait while
bass and walleye
fishing. May it
have been a
damaged plastic |
refinagled on the
jig knowing it
would still fish. Or
| change the
profile completely
myself for a
different look and
action. Like this
here Burbot
Bomb from Bad
Dad's Jigs, I've
fished the original
profile with a ton
of success. One
day fishing
Smallmouth, | cut
one in half with
scissors and
tossed it on
another jig head,
and the action
drove the fish
"Bonkers"!




| am no expert by any
stretch of the imagination,
but | have grown fond of
the Drop Shot technique

in my short, four-season
fishing journey. | have
been using it for just over a
season’s time. This is a very
productive method to catch
fish in a variety of states. In
my first outing for smallies
this season, | hooked and
caught 3 smallies on three
consecutive casts. It is the
only method that has done
this for me to date, and
from the shore to boot.

At the very least, | can
share with you what | have
learned through trial, error,
and experience (which isn't
much).

You don't need a Drop Shot
specific rod. A medium-
light to medium-action rod
from 6'6" on up to 7' should
work for you for now. If

you find drop shotting to
your liking, you can then

D&DPSHDT
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opt to go with a Drop Shot
specific rod of your choice.
As a rule of thumb, a longer
rod will enable you to have
more line control and
leverage; two big pluses in
drop shotting.

| prefer spinning reels (a
size 20 or 2500 reel is an
excellent choice) because
they require less work

to give the bait a better
(IMHO) descent than a
baitcast reel. Sorry baitcast
reel users, but the way a
spinning drops the bait
smokes a baitcast reel any
and every day for drop
shotting. To those who use
baitcast reels exclusively,
please note | said for drop
shotting. There will not be
a need to strip line off just
to make the bait fall. With
that said, casting reels can
also be used. | just prefer a
spinning reel. You may use
whatever reel you want.
Even a Barbie pole can get

FISHING

BY ISLANDBASS

it done for drop shotting!
However, | would opt for
heavier line and a BC reel
if | were to drop shot heavy
cover.

Drop Shot Weight and Type
A 3/16 - 1/4 oz weight is

a good starting weight.
Going any lighter might
make it harder for you

to read what is going on
until you get experience.
As for the shape, | like to
use either a teardrop or a
cylindrical shape. | have not
experimented with other
shapes. Windier conditions
and stronger currents
might make you want to
choose a heavier weight,
but let's not worry about
that for now.

LINE

Because you are drop
shotting, lighter line is
preferred if the cover you
are fishing allows it. Go
up in # strength if the
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cover dictates this. | like
and use 6# fluorocarbon,
particularly Seaguar's Invizx.
This line kicks fanny. No
doubt about it. The plus in
going with fluorocarbon in
a higher # test if needed

is despite having a slightly
thicker line diameter; the
angler retains the benefit of
fluorocarbon’s trait of near
invisibility as advertisers

so claim. Whichever line
you choose, | think the
fluorocarbon line of your
choice will be fine.

BAITS

Keep an open mind here.
Many baits of a variety of
shapes can be used. The
general rule of thumb is a
tendency to use smaller
baits since we are "finesse"
fishing (translates to
downsizing in general). The
typical length of a drop shot
bait usually ranges from 3"
- 4.5" but this is NOT set in
stone. Roboworm, Senkos,
Sniper Snubs and Bolts
(these two are locally made
baits), Reaction Innovations
Flirts, and heck, even Baby
Brush Hogs and Tubes can
be used. Think out of the
box. | have used longer
worms too. This season,
the 4.5" Roboworm (in
Aaron’s Magic) and Sniper
Snubs in Watermelon and
Dark Brown have been
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so effective that to date |
have not seen a need to

try something else or other
colors. It might be different
for bass in other waters. If
you wish to know, so far the
most effective baits for me
have been, the snubs and
robowormes.

HOOKS/KNOT

| prefer to use size 1or 2
(mostly size 2) Gamakatsu
Split Shot/Drop Shot hooks,
or Owner Mosquito hooks. |
attach the hook to the line
with a Palomar knot and
after it is tied, | insert the
extra line (tag end) through
the hook's eye before
attaching the weight.

| have heard good things
about size 4 Gamakatsu
hooks, but | have not yet
had a chance to try them
yet.

LEADER LENETH

The best way to figure

this out is to experiment.

| have had success with
leaders being as short 4-6"
to nearly but not quite 2'.
Because drop shotting

is not limited to a purely
vertical presentation, a
longer leader is a good
idea if you wish to work

it somewhat like a Texas

or Carolina rig. The longer
leader length (which |
define here as the distance
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between the weight and
your hook, perhaps 18" as a
ballpark figure) will enable
you to keep the bait off the
ground with the shallow
angle that will result from
a long cast. For a more
vertical presentation, a
shorter distance from the
hook to the bait can work.

Imparting Life to the Lure
Despite the initial
perception of working

this lure, it is not all about
Jjiggling and wiggling the
bait. An angler can indeed
work the bait this way, but
| can tell you from personal
experience, that wiggling
and jiggling has accounted
for the fewest number of
catches.

So what should one do in
addition to the wiggling/
jiggling tactic? Keep the
weight on the bottom
for the most part and
leave enough slack to let
the bait sink on its own
weight. Then, when you
think the bait is near the
bottom lift/twitch the

-2 onsite restaurants + bars
-On-site entertainment
-Indoor/outdoor pool, gym

rod just enough to move
the bait a little (without
moving or minimizing the
movement of the weight on
the bottom) and repeat. In
effect, what you are doing
is working a semi-slack line
and this is what is imparting
action to the bait. No hits?
Repeat if you wish, or add

a little dead sticking to the
mix or, drag your bait to

the next spot. All are good
choices. The dragging of
the weight from one spot
to the next also imparts

life and action to the lure
and can help to draw a
strike. In addition, working
with the slack and dead
sticking have been far more
effective for me compared
to wiggling and jiggling the
bait to death

Not sure what the bait will
do? Find some shallow
water and drop down your
bait. The depth should be
one where you can see

all the way to the bottom.
Once the weight is on

the bottom, let your bait
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fall by lowering your rod.
Before the lure hits the
bottom, raise the rod'’s tip
enough to bring the lure
up, and do your best to
keep the weight in place.
Watching this will give you
an idea of what will likely be
happening when you are
not able to see the bait with
your own eyes. Visualizing
what the bait is doing when
| can’t see it helps me to
focus on what | am trying
to do, and that is catching
fish.

THE STRIKE OR HIT
This can vary depending

on the activity level of the
fish, the quality of your set

BOOK YOUR
ADVENTURE =

TODAY!
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up to a certain extent, and
the line you are using. More
sensitive rods do a better
job of transmitting what

is going on to you. | have
had the blessing of drop
shotting with my Berkley
Cherrywood Rod, which is
decent and not too shabby,
but comparing it to my
Lamiglas Certified Pro
Drop Shot rod is something
else. Here is my analogy. If
the Cherrywood provides
stereo sound to me while
watching a DVD movie,
the Lamiglas gives me the
sound in THX, for the full
cinema experience. The
latter rod is not necessary
to enjoy drop shotting, but

it makes it a lot easier to
feel and detect the subtle
strikes.

The line you use also can
influence the feel of the
strike. My experience
working with both mono
and fluorocarbon is that
the latter always seemed
to give me a better picture.
We all know now that
although FC line can

have as much or more
stretch than a comparable
monofilament ling, it is
likely that its density still
enables it to beautifully
transmit information from
the end of our line, to the
rod and to our hands. The
hit or strike can feel like:

COME DO IDAHO

THE RIGHT WAY!

13309 HWY 95 White Bird,

KILLGORE
ADVENTURES
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VA mushy tug or tick,
which could translate to a
complete inhalation of your
bait or the fish attacking
the lure from the hook's
side.

2) A nibble or nibbling,

that transmits vibrations
through the line to you.
Sometimes you can see or
feel the line vibrate through
your semi-slack line. More
sensitive rods tell you this
much better and more
clearly. | believe when the
hit is like this (my best
guess anyway as | visualize
the strike), it is possible
that the fish might have
taken the lure from the side

opposite the hook and the
nibbling/vibrations you feel
is the fish taking in the bait
into its mouth, eventually
getting to the hook.

3) Bam! It's on!

THE HOOK SET

For one and three, just
reeling up the slack and
adding enough tension

to make the line taught is
sufficient for most cases
to drive the light wire hook
home. For case two, you
have to wait until the fish
gets to the hook and then
do as mentioned above. If
you don't, you will pull the
lure from the fish's mouth.
Since it didn't get to the

=5

Membership required.
Restrictions apply.
Insured by NCUA.

SPECIAL OFFER ON THE LINE

Join BECU and meet the

hook, there is no way the
fish can get hooked.

| have written this based
on the experience | gained
from drop shotting. Take

it for what it's worth, an
opinion at best. | will

close by giving you a final
warning:

WARNING: Drop Shotting is
as addictive as it is effective.

Good luck and go get'em!

B|E/C|U

offer requirements now and
you could reel in a great

catch. Scan the code to learn

about this rewa_r_din offer

WA/ Man

This QR code should lead you to
https://www.becu.org/-/media/Files/
PDF/Join-Flyer_NW-Fishing. If the
code leads you to another site, avoid
entering your information and report
the incident to BECU.
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Help kids experience
the great outdoors!

.

Support youth educational
programs with a donation to
WDFW'’s Youth Outdoors Initiative!

Your donation supports youth educational
programs that expand outdoor skills and
encourage stewardship of nature for
Washington youth.

Washington Department of

FISH&WILDLIFE

Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/
requests-accommodation, 833-855-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov.
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Destinations
Hell's Canyon Grand Hotel
(208) 799-1000
hellscanyongrandhotel.com
Clearwater River

Lenore Lodge

(208) 790-2128
lenorelodgeidaho.com
Clearwater River

Mardon Resort
(800) 416-2736
mardonresort.com
Potholes Reservoir

Shoalwater Casino & Hotel
(360) 267-2048
swbcasino.com

Guides & Charters
Austin’s Northwest Adventures
(509) 668-0298
austinsnorthwestadventures.com
From Buoy 10 to Lake Roosevelt

Castcadia

(208) 699-5636

castcadia.net

CDA Lake, Columbia River, Snake River

Chrome Inc.

(425) 591-5108
chromeinc.org
Columbia River, Cowlitz

D&H Guide Service
(509) 594-1754

Columbia River, Yakima

Double M Outdoors

(503) 956-5489
doublemoutdoors.com
Columbia River: Buoy 10, McNary Dam

Jones Sportfishing

(208) 861-0654
jonessportfishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers,
Southern Idaho

Killgore Adventures
1-888-957-6875
killgoreadventures.com
Hells Canyon

Livin' Life Adventures
(200) 714-2112
livinlifeadventures.com
Columbia, Baker 10, Chelan

Fast Action Fishing Adventures
(425 753-5772
fastactionfishingseattle.com

Lake Sammamish, Riffe Lake, Green River

Fish Intimidators

(509) 750-6809

Columbia River

Hanford Reach, Snake River, Ringold

Moons Guide Service

(509) 860-6497
moonsguideservice.com
Columbia River, Brewster, Lake Chelan,
Moses Lake, Potholes, Hanford Reach

Reel Obsession

(888) 855-7335
reelobsession.ca

West Coast British Columbia

Reel Time Fishing

(208) 790-2128
reeltimefishing.com
Columbia, Snake, Clearwater Rivers

Ross Outdoor Adventures
(509) 750-7763
rossoutdooradventures.com
Potholes Reservoir, Moses, Banks Lake

SIM Guide Service

(509) 435-6486
sjmguideservice.com
Columbia River & Lake Roosevelt

Torrey's Sportfishing Adventures
(425) 345-6232
Western Washington

YJ Guide Service

(509) 999-0717
yjguideservice.com

Lake Roosevelt, Palouse River, Columbia
River
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Outdoor Gear
Elephant Boys

(509) 443-3686
theelephantboys.com

Ghunders Performance
Base Layers

(360) 612-0506
ghunders.com

Work Sharp Tools
(800) 597-6170
worksharptools.com

Hewescraft
1(800)326-6594
hewescraft.com

NetRigger
(214) 912-3055
netrigger.com

Fishing Tackle

Fish With Gary Tackle Co.

(547) 536-1002
fishwithgary.com

Mack’s Lure
(509) 667 9202
mackslure.com

Old Goat Lures
oldgoatlures.com

Wigglefin Tackle
(208) 388-8539
wigglefin.com

Other

BECU

becu.org

Laughing Dog Brewery
laughingdogbrewing.com
Skip Rock Distillers

(360) 862-0272
skiprockdistillers.com

Email today for directory
advertising information.

ericm@nwfishing.net

TORRE¥S SPORTFISAING
e
ADVENTURES

VIEW WEBSITE
SCAN TO VIEW R 1 425.345.6232

SALMON - TROUT - KOKANEE

HellRazor™

Build yours today at
wigglefin.com

N\ 5
Switchblade Flasher System
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CATCH CASH
SAVE SALMON

NOR
'SPORT-REWARD PROGRAM

The Northern Pikeminnow Sport-Reward Program pays anglers $6, $8 and $10
for each qualifying pikeminnow caught within the program boundaries. Specially
tagged pikeminnow are worth $500. Top anglers have earned more than

$100,000. Find rules, regulations and registration info at pikeminnow.org.
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THE ELEPHANT BOYS

B9 448 BGEE

FISHING & CAMPING
wwwtheelephontboys com

ONTNG
- HOAT SERIES —

Cutting-Edge
Fishing Boats

BUILT FOR FU,
BUILE 10 LAST

ALL NEW FOR 2024 IN SPOKANE VALLEY

FISHING, CAMPING, & BOAT SHOW

HAPPENING NOWI
14811 E. SPRAGUE AVE, SPOKANE VALLEY, WA 99216
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